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[ ABSTRACT]

A Portrait of Han Ho as an Artist :

Han-gyong-hong-jin-jék
Yi, Wan-woo

Stk-pong(£%) Han Ho(#%, 1543-1605) was a representative calligrapher of
mid-Chosdn peorid. He has greatly affected upon the history of Korean calligraphy.
However, there is no research on his life or his character as an artist so that we have
found difficulty in interpreting his works.

Han-gydng-hong-jin-jok(#& %3k E§g) is an important materials for understanding the
portrait of Han Ho as an artist for the following reasons. It was scribed by him in his
last years(1602-04). It consists of three albums. The first and second albums contain his
own poems, the poems given to him by his friends, and Chinese literary works. In the
third album a Taoist sutra is scribed. It was possessed by P’o-jol-dang(4fifii) Kim
Kwang-guk(<: %), who was a famous collector in later-Chos¢n peorid. It is now kept in -
the National Museum of Korea, Seoul. By analizing it, we can figure out, inter alia, his
literary inclination, his viewpoints on calligraphy, and his philosophy on life.

First, Han Ho was very fond of Li Pai(Z=f)’s poems and also liked the classics based
on books of history such as Shih chi(%70). His literary inclination like that seems to have
been influenced by his friends’ viewpoints on literature as well as the literary theory of
Wang Shih-chén(Eftt#) in Ming peoriod. He had a talent for poetry and also liked

poems which have a valiant spirit and thrilling taste.

Secondly, he regarded calligraphy as a way to cultivate human nature and express moral
nature. He admired, among Chinese calligrapher, Wang Hsi-chih(-F#2) who was of an
elegant character. In grass-hand writing he also pursued Chang Hsii(3&/8)’s wild style. But
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he assumed a critical attitude to the calligraphy of Yiian and Ming peoriods. He did not
even mention Chao Méng-fu(## %) who was then popular in Korea.

Thirdly, he was interested in Taoism. While pursuing Wang Hsi-chih’s calligraphy style,
Han Ho followed Wang’s Taoistic words and deeds. He was also fascinated with
seclusionism which was popular among the gentry of Chin(¥) peoriod. It is a good piece
of evidence for his Taoistic tendency that he scribed Taoist sutras such as
Huang-t’ing-ching(¥E4S) + Ch’ang-ch’ing-ching-ching(%#%#4<) and very much liked
Shih-shuo-hsin-yii(13#$#7:5) which records beautiful words and deeds of the celebrities of
Chin.

Fourthly, we can see that he kept company with Ch’oi Rip(#£5%), T’éng Chi-ta(}gZ:E,
Chinese), Ko Kyong-myong(&#4r), Min Yo-gyong(FdgsEF). Among them, Ch’oi Rip was
one of his relatives and had much influence on him in literature.

Finally, these albums are a standard work of his last years. From them we can find that
his writing style was rooted in the classical ones such as Wang Hsi-chih’s and that he
developed his own style rather than being fettered from them.
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