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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of Ear Ornaments
in the Three Kingdoms Period of Korea

Joo, Kyeong mi

Among various metal craft works excavated from the tombs of the Three Kingdoms
period, ear ornaments are the most prominent in their formal and technical diversity and
complexity. Most were made from the mid-fourth to the mid-sixth century A. D. Although
they are found all over the Korean peninsular, those excavated in the Kyongju area
comprise the majority and show the most advanced techniques such as filigree and
granulation.

Diverse forms and manufacturing techniques of ear ormaments reflect chronological and
regional differences. It is possible to clarify them either by form or by technique.
Although previous studies tended to focus more on form as a clarification criterion,
technique seems more crucial for analyzing their chronological and regional development.
This thesis is an attempt to examine ear ornaments of the Three Kingdoms period on the
basis of manufacturing technique.

Ear omaments were manufactured in two steps: 1)making of shape, and 2)surface
decoration. The latter is more important for our purpose, since we can find the gradual
development of the technique. Based on the granulation technique alone, the development
of the ear omaments in the Three Kingdoms period can be divided chronologically into
five phases.

During the early Three Kingdoms period, ear ornaments were concentrated in the
northern part of the Korean peninsula and the Kyongju area. They are simple in form and

technique. In phase I, no granulation technique was used. In phase II, a primitive

27



granulation began to be used.

In the late Three Kingdoms period, ear omaments were made in most part of the
Korean peninsula in well developed forms and techniques, particularly in surface
decoration. They showed much more elaborate design. In the Kyongju area, the granulation
technique was most highly advanced during this period. In phase III, the granulation
technique reached full-development only in Kyongju. Then during phase IV, splendid
filigree and granulation technique spread all over the Korean peninsula. Ear ornaments of
this phase, evidence the finest technique and a variety of forms. During phase V,
however, such masterful techniques became rare. Ear ornaments of this period showed
deterioration both in form and in technique, which marks the end of the splendid tradition
of ear ormaments during the Three Kingdoms period.

Ear ornaments of the Three Kingdoms period had a great influence on Japanese ear
omaments of the fifth and sixth centuries A.D. Moreover, the technique used in the

making of ear omaments affected the technique of metal crafts in the Unified Silla period.
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