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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of Buddhist Paintings of Late Chosén
Dynasty in Monasteries on Mt. Chogye

Chang Hee-jeong

This study examines the stylistic characteristics and their chronological
development of Buddhist paintings of the 18th and 19th centuries in Buddhist
monasteries in the Mt. Chogye area in the Chgllanam-do province. For this
research, sixty-six pieces of paintings were studied including those in two famous
monasteries on this mountain, Sénggwang-sa and Sonam-sa. These works are
classified into two periods on the grounds of styslistic characteristics, which
roughly correspond to the 18th and 19th centuries respectively.

While Buddhist paintings of the previous centuries in the Chossn dynasty are
characterized by stern faces and stiff form in figuration executed in rather
unskilled manner, those from the 18th century onwards increasingly show realistic
rendering of figural forms. This seems to have reflected the general tendency in
artistic circle to search for ideal form to express national taste, as we see in the
“true-view” landscape and genre paintings of this period.

In monasteries on Mt. Chogye, paintings of Ssn (ji#) Buddhist subjects were
predominantly created. The subjects include the thirty three patriarchs of Sén
Buddhism, the arhats, and the national patriarchs who established the Chogye order
during the Korys dynasty. This is due to the special place of Mt. Chogye in
Korean Buddhim as the principal center of Ssn Buddhist practice.

Stylistically these paintings continued the tradition of the previous periods to a

remarkable extent, while there is little indication that influence from new
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Western-style techniques was felt. New techniques, however, were invented by
individual masters. Masters such as the monk Uigysm and his followers were
crucial to this development. The style they created was inherited by the painters

of the 19th century.
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