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(ABSTRACT]

A Study of Seal-script Calligraphy by Ho Mok
Kim Dong-gun

This study explores the seal-script calligraphy by Hy Mok (1592-1682) of
Chossn Dynasty. Hs Mok, a great artist and politician of his time, was a son of
Hs Kyo, who served as the magistrate of the P’och’sn county, and of a daughter
of Im Che, a famous poet. He entered the governmental service late in his life at
the age of 56. His calligraphy style was formulated during the period before he
became an official.

During the 17th century, the Zhao Mengfu style was rapidly in decline in
Korean calligraphy. Calligraphers tried to overcome the situation by resorting to
the preceding Wang Xizhi style. Their attempt, however, ended up as a failure,
because they merely imitated its overt form without grasping its essence.

Realizing that the solution could no longer be found in the uncritical following
of the neo-confucian philosophy of Zhu Xi and Zheng Yi, Hs Mok devoted
himself to the study of classics and epigraphy. His life-long work of compiling a
dictionary of ancient scripts was intiated with an aim to reach a better
understanding of the ancient culture.

In calligraphy, he practiced mainly in the style of seal-script of pre-Qin dynasty.
He regarded the ancient seal-script style as a paragon of -calligraphy, which
expresses dignity in simplicity. He believed that the decline of the seal script and
the rise of the bronze script in history denoted the social disorder caused by the
fall of the universal principle. His predilection for the seal script also reflected his

criticism of the practice of contemporary calligraphers.

93



Hs Mok’s calligraphy style is so unique that this has raised a question
concerning its origin. Its origin should be considered in relationshop to his interest
in the scholarship of ancient seal script of the Northern Song. He was particularly
interested in the cursive seal script, the so-called caozhuan. The rhythimical
movement of brushwork characterizes his seal-script style. Representative works in
this style are extant in such examples as the stele of “Ch’skchu Tonghae” and the
“Hamch’ui-dang.”

His calligraphy also expresses in part the national consciousness, which began to

be predominant in the mind of the intellectuals in this period.
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