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[ABSTRACT]

The Mustard Seed Garden Manual of Painting
and the Literati-Style Landscape Painting of
the Late Chosin Dynasty

Kim Myung-sun

The literati-style landscape painting of the Southern School, which was the
major trend among literati artists in China since the late Ming, prevailed also in
Korea following its introduction during the middle of the Chossn period, and had
profound influence on many aspects of Korean art history. This development also
brought into Korea various painting manuals such as the Tangdshi huabu, Guxi
huabu, Xizhuhzai huabu, and Jieziyuan huazhuan (Mustard Seed Garden Manual of
Painting).

Among these, the Mustard Seed Garden Manual was the most famous one,
which illustrates the methods of masters and shows celebrated works in
wood-block copies. At a time when people had few opportunities to see the
original works of art, this book of illustration was an important guide for
understanding distinct traits and ideas of famous masters from their brushwork to
overall conception.

From the Wanli and Tiangi reigns of the Ming dynasty (1573-1627), pictorial
printing made rapid progress under the influence of growing popularity of drama
and novel. Most important painting manuals were published beginning in this
period. Near the end of the Ming, remarkable sophistication achieved in printing
technology had made possible multi-color printing and mass production, which

eventually raised print as an independent art genre in Chinese art.
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The Mustard Seed Garden Manual included a careful selection of the
idiosyncratic techniques and works of the masters. It met the demand of those
who wanted to learn from the masters and became an ideal textbook for amateurs.

It had sensational impact also on Korean artists, who were now able to
appreciate conveniently at a glance the great works of the Song, Yuan, Ming
masters, progenitors of the orthodox Southern School of painting. Korean artists
were particularly fond of the styles of the Four Masters of the late Yuan, Huang
Gungwang, Wu Jin, Ni Can, and Wang Meng, together with Mi Youren. Their
influence is most conspicuous in the depiction of trees, rocks and mountains.
They learned the manners and ideals of the Four Masters mainly through this
manual.

The predilection for the Four Masters of the late Yuan continued through the
19th century. The literati artists of this period, led by Kim Chdnghi, tried to
embody in their works the spirit and manners of the Four Masters. A clean and
simple monotone style was popular in this period. The Mustard Seed Garden
Manual contributed to the spread of the Southern-school style in Korean painting
as an almost fixed norm during the late Chosn dynasty. It is admitted, however,
that the Korean Southern-school landscape, developed through the study of The

Mustard Seed Garden Manual, achieved distinct Korean style.
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