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[(ABSTRACT]

A Study on Statues of Kiimgang-yoksa (Vajrapani)

— Creation and Development —
Paek Nam-ju

In the hierarchy of Buddhist gods, besides Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, there are also
Devas who guard the Buddhist territory and the Dharma. Generally, the Deva divinity is
lower than Bodhisattvas and Buddhas, but they have a task to guard Buddhism. The
archetype of Devas originated in the gods of Brahmanism and folk religions of India who
had been converted to Buddhism and guard both Buddha and Buddhism. Vajrapzni one of
the Devas, also originated in Yaksa and Indra who are indigenous gods of India. The
statue of Vajrapani was made in Gandharan India for the first time. It was made as a
healthy man like Hercules, showing the influence of Greek and Roman art. At first, the
statue was made as a single deity, according to the figure in the Buddhist scripture - to
stay always with the Buddha as a guardian, and conquer evildoers with his weapon, the
Vajra. But the original appearance of Vajrapani was changed to a warrior in armor, in its
course of transmission through the Central Asia. Though there were some changes in the
appearance, there was no change in the basic task of guarding the Buddha. However,
when it was transmitted to China through the Central Asia, there was a big change in
appearance and task of the Vajrapani.

The early statue of Vajrapani that was built at the Yiin-kang (ZR]) Caves in the
eighth century, in the age of Northern Wei (dtZ#) was arranged in form of a pair of
Door-Guardians (Dvarapala, 5F[j74), at the entrance of the cave. Since then, the character
of Vajrapgni as a Dvarapala had been confirmed. It seems that the transformation of
Vajrapani as a Dvarapala was a influence of the unique Chinese Door-guardian. In China,
the concept of the Door-guardian was formed very early and there are literary evidence
for this. Also, we can find the Door-guardians represented on the stone reliefs (Z{®f) of
the Han Dynasty. As a result, the Chinese Door-guardian was absorbed in Buddhism and
then the Vajrapani replaced the task of Dvarapala. So the prototype of an angry Vajrapani
whose upper body is bare, with realistically sculptured muscles and stands at the entrance
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of gate, fluttering his dress - was completed in China.

Such features of Vajrapani were transmitted to Korea and Japan, where they were
developed to their own style. In Korea, Vajrapani first appears in the Three Kingdoms
period and his character was the same of the Chinese Door-guardian. The earliest
Vajrapani in Korea was sculptured on the Punhwang-sa Temple (Z5£3F) stone pagoda,
which is dated A.D. 634. They were sculptured in a pair on both sides of the door so,
there are eight Vajrapini on the surface of the pagoda. In the Unified Silla period,
Vajrapzani were still sculpted on the first story of stone pagodas and there remain 11
pagodas with Vajrapini. There are three kinds of forms of arrangement.

First, four pairs on four sides : a pair of Vajrapani are sculptured on each side of the
first story of stone pagoda. This seems like the most favorite form, judging from the
remains. Second, a pair on one side : a pair of Vajrapani are sculptured on one side of
the stone pagoda. Last, one pair on one side and other statues on three sides: a pair of
Vajrapani are sculpted on one side but Lokapalas (FYXFE) and Bodhisattvas are on the
other sides.

However, sculpting Vajrapani as a Door-guardian had decreased since the 9th century
and Lokapalas, other Guardian images were replaced on the surface of pagoda.

In style, the Korean Vajrapani were realistically sculpted because of the influence of the
Sui and T’ang dynasties. But the expressions of Korean Vajrapani are not as angry as
that of other countries. That is to say, Korean Vajrapani has a milder face than Japanese
and Chinese Vajrapani, with an affectionate look.

To sum up, the genre of Vajrapani sculpture was variously changed according to the
times and developed to a unique style in every region. It is notable that the Vajrapzni
tradition expresses the shape of human nudity, which is rare in the East Asian sculptural

tradition.
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