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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on Reconstruction of Main Buddhist
Halls in the 17th Century, Chos6n Dynasty

Lee Kang-geun”

This article is about Korean Buddhist architecture in the 17th century. The object of
this study is to clarify the architectural program and design of the reconstructed Buddhist
halls (f##%). The concept of chuang-yen (J£#) in Buddhist art is adopted. The Sanskrit
terms for the Chinese word chuang-yen (#EE%) is supposed to be alarhkara, manda,
avatarnsaka, vyitha, etc. All these terms in the stura express the beauty and majesty of
Buddha’s paradise (1) and further express that the bodies of Buddha and the
Bodhisattvas are luminous with the beauty of their virtue.

Buddhist architecture has its origin in the stupa (¥5#£) built in order to house
Gautama’s sarira (£ /). Buddhist painting and sculpture were developed for the purpose
of decorating stupas. This beauty is expressed in their canopies (K%5), aureoles (Jt3),
accessories (% & H.), and pedestals ({fiE).

In addition, the concept of chuang-yen must be broadened to the one which includes
everything from decorative arts and ornaments to Buddhist statues, from the structure of
the halls to the way of enshrining the statues (ffi{fZE% ). In this article I would like
to give examples of how this beauty was embodied in the 17th century Buddhist
architecture of Korea.

First, 1 clarify that the architectural program of Buddhist halls is to make Buddhist
statues majestic, and that each architectural element and its composition are supposed to
accomplish the object of chuang-yen (#t#). Secondly, the lineage of the Buddhist monks
(B=##) in the 17th century are clarified. Finally, who are the patrons that led
reconstruction of Buddhist halls in the 17th century is also clarified.

* Professor of Kyoéng-ju University
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Through this study I have reached the following conclusions :

1. The patrons who sponsored the grand Buddhist halls were royalty and top
government officials who prayed for the birth of crown princes. It is stated in historical
records and documents, calligraphic inscriptions written on beams (L#£2%) and epitaphs,
that magistrates vigorously supported reconstruction of Buddhist temples in mountains in
order to restore cultural assets.

2. The remaining twenty Buddhist halls built in the 17th century were rebuilt chiefly by
the great monk, Bygg-am (Z2%) and his disciples.

3. Ornamental characteristic of Buddhist halls in the 17th century should be understood

as architectural expressions of chuang-yen (FEE%).
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