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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Korean Buddhist Paintings of the Paradise
of Amitibha in the 14th-15th Century.

Lyu Ma-ri

The Buddhist paintings of the paradise of Amitadbha (Bt SEB#IE) are
illustrations of the Kuan-muryangsubul-gyong (#l&EF ), which represent the
reincarnation of the soul into the paradise of Amitibha. By representing these ideas
pictorially, Sakyamuni preaches sixteen meditations to a distressed queen, whose son has
murdered his father, the king. These meditations show her paradise and address
meditation (the 1st-13th views) and praying (the 14th-16th views) can bring her the
reincarnation Jn the true paradise. This painting is. an extreme reflection of the Amitabha
sect and by drawing the Nine Sacred Ponds of Paradise (i /LihA %) the differences

can be cleary noted from the other two types of paintings.

By concentrating on a work dated April 1323, where the sixteen meditations of the
queen are masterfully represented, this essay has been able to explore and compare its
work with the Buddhist paintings of the paradise of Amitibha dated to the 14th and 15th
centuries (October 1323, 1435 and 1465), in terms of composition, character and purpose.

First, the most important part, and where the iconographical problem has been raised, of
the Amitabha preaching in the Western Paradise and the Sansongwan (BiE#l: the
14th-16th views) has been settled to be a position referred to his given role. That is, the
Amitabha is drawn seated in a facade and surrounded by his followers is clearly different
from the standing Amitabha portrayed from the side view in its standing posture, where
he is receiving the soul from the Paradise. The point to be noted here is that the seated
posture can also work as the receiver of soul to the Paradise. As seen, the different

postures and various roles portrayed in this painting are inevitably linked to the various
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roles also described in the two other types, from the paintings receiving the soul (F75HPE

#<30[E) and the other preaching the dharma (F58PEsS v 1E).

Second, all of the 14th and 15th century paintings did use the same preliminary
drawings as its base, however, the tendency towards gradual simplification matches its
gradual boldness in its figures and style. Therefore, we can see that the paintings of the
14th century are closer to the sfitra, Kwan-muryangsubul-gyéng, than the ones painted
during the 15th century. The 15th century works, sponsored by the royal court do have
the splendid skill of the 14th century but due to restrictions in Buddhism, extravagant gold
decoration seems to have been restrained. As Buddhism was popular during the 15th
century among the members of the royal family, the prominent artists Yi Maeng-kiin's (2=
#fR) work shows no difference in its quality from the work dated year 1323 which were

sponsored by the upper class including the military.

Third, this painting, produced in the hope for its soul to be reincarnated in the Paradise
of Amitibha shares the same aim as the Kwan-muryangsubul-gydg, and the inscriptions
inscribed on the Buddhist painting of the Amitabha. Therefore we can see that although
this painting is not produced accordingly and accompanied by the Ajitasatru’s legend in
itself, it can no doubt reflect the messages and its true meanings throughout the whole

work.
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