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A Study of the Life and Landscape Painting
of 17th Century Korean Artist Yi Ching (Z%)

Kim, Ji-hae

Yi Ching(1581-after1674) was very active in the artistic world of the middle Choson period
when Sung-Confucianism was the dominant doctrine of the literati in the midst of ceaseless
wars. The Che School paintings came into being under the remaining influenced by the An
Kyon School style of the early Choson period. As an illegitimate offspring of the royal family
and academy painter, he reflected the art and social structures of his time. A study of his ca-
reer provides an opportunity to understand the various aspects of the middle Choson period and
art styles of academy painters as well as of the literati.

Chapter I of this paper focuses on his personal life including his friends and family and how
they had an impact on his paintings on the basis of just discovered documents. Discovering that
he died sometime after 1674 was one of the significant findings made from these documents,

In Chapter I, Yi Ching’s landscape paintings are evaluated into three classifications, An
Kyon Style, Che School Style and eclecticism style. The overlooked characteristics and
uniqueness of his known works are brought into focus,

He created four major compositions and expressed them in various ways. “Tb hear the river
Flow after the rain( i) (pl.24) shows diagonal composition. In “Ib look for an apricot blossom in
the snow (FEH#EHz)"(pl.3), the line of vision is directed from the trees and pavilion sitting on a
huge mountain an one side to the middle scenery of the other side of the plane. “Tb climb the
heights with o horp (#5225 % ) "(pl.24) was painted as a horizontal three-layer composition, The
two-layer composition of “Wild geese landing on the plain( -7 &) "(pl.12c) consists of shore of
near view and gentle slopes afar with a wide expanse of water in between.

Yi Ching dealt in his landscape paintings with literary subjects such as ‘Eight views of Hsiao
and Hsiang (j#i#i/\ )", ‘Shangrila(#ki&)’ and ‘Red Cliff Prose (7E%f%)’, and also painted some
‘literati’s villa” (3|22 & )’ describing their gatherings mostly in outdoor villas in ink, ink and light
color, gold and glue, blue and green color.

Yi Ching’s art which can be categorized as middle Choson period art itself proves through
various styles and techniques that Korean paintings of those days did not so much simply imi-
tate Chinese painting as were an independent style. He also diversified to create originality.
Therefore this paper can hopefully provide momentum for further studies to be done about his

brilliant career as an artist.
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