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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Origin of International Characters of Silla Tomb Artifacts

- Focusing on Gold-plated Copper Shoes of Shingnich'ong-tomb -

Yi Song-nan

This paper attempts to research into the route and origin of international characters of
Silla tomb arts. Though Silla had the disadvantageous geographical conditions contacting
other conturies, many artifacts of Silla revealed cultural exchanges have excavated from
the tombs, Dagger with ornamental sheath of glit and jade(4&$A%#x5&I) from
Kyerimno-tomb (2&tk# i3%), silver cup from Hwangnamdaech’ong(&rEA3), about 20
Glasses from Hwangnamdaech'ong, Ch’dngmach’ong(X&3%), etc., and gold-plated copper
shoes(4:$d#fi/8) of Shingnich’ong-tomb(#fif&3) are representative works influnced by the
foreign arts,

In Koguryo and Paekche, paralleled with these works of Silla, few artifacts reflected in
West Asia arts have excavated. So it can be drawn a deduction that Silla have had a indi-
vidual route exchanged other conturies. But, due to stone-layed mounds(#&fH AEHE) of
Silla, more works have remained than the works of Koguryo and Paekche. Therefore, it is
safe to assume the route, after considering political and cultural relationship between the
Korean Peninsula of Three Kingdom Period and other conturies.

Gold-plated copper shoes of Shingnich’ong-tomb is a precious material to investigate the
interchange between Silla and other conturies. Because elements of rich patterns are be-
lieved to have originated from the late Han to Six Dynasties in China, in the ancient Cen-
tral Asia and in even West Asia.

Gold-plated copper shoes of Shingnich’ong-tomb were excavated from a stone-layed
mound at Nodong-dong, Kyongju City, causing this mound to be later named the
Shingnich’ong-tomb(gold-plated copper shoes tomb). Their edges are decorated with
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double and single rope pattern and flame pattern(:k#&#¢). In the middle, there is a patched
turtle-shell shaped pattern filled with a lotus flower, a double bird(#%), a human-faced
bird( A i &i), a beast-faced bird (Bk5E &iid), d demon( 5 Hi{%), a flying fish(H¢fs), etc.

Double bird, a human-faced bird, a demon, a flying fish represent Taoist characters that
the host of this tomb is expected to live long and healthy. Patterns of flame and lotus
flower have Buddhist characters that the host of Shingnich’ong-tomb is hoped to arrive
the Buddhist Elysium. So, we can see the Taoist characters and Buddhist characters are
compounded in that shoes. It is interesting to note that the similar phenomena have seen
on wall paintings of Koguryo.

The patched turtle-shell shaped pattern filled with other pattern have originated in West
Asia, especially in Sasanian Iran(226~651). This pattern was traced the source of Iranian
textile and metal works. As the result of the trade exchanges between East and West,
Iranian arts influenced so many Chinese artifacts and the Buddhist caves decoration of the
Six Dynasties Period, expecially Wei(#&) Dynasties, controller of Silk Road.

Iran has dispatched the envoy to establisch the trade relationship to Wei Dynasties. And
Koguryo has dispatched the envoy to Wei. On Weishu(#2#), it is interesting to be found
that Koguryo and Iran paid the tribute three times to Wei from 5C to 6C together. And
Silla had a close political and cultural relationship with Koguryo.

Therefore, considering relationship between Wei and Koguryo, between Koguryo and
Silla, and thinking over the patterns reflected in Koguryo character, it is natural to con-
clude that many international element found at Silla tomb were brought to KySugju(BEM)

through Koguryo.
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