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ABSTRACT

The Schools and their Buddhist Paintings
of the Palgongsan (J{Z:111) Region in the 18th Century

Jang Heejeong

Starting with the history of Korean buddhism, the Palgongsan region has been a place where
Korean buddhist culture was developed and enriched in each era. On the establishment of Joseon
dynasty, however, the Buddhist suppression was executed. Korean buddhism was not released
from the shock until the middle of Joseon dynasty. Especially, there was a turning point at the end
of the Joseon dynasty, which made buddhist temples evolve under the special patronage of Royal
families. Being designated by the Injong’s Taesil (a place where the umbilical cords of Royal
families were buried) Eunhaesa became an official memorial house for Royal families. So did
Pagyesa at the birth of Youngjo. Pagyesa was also the temple royal where the prayers for the
king's long life were offered and it enjoyed its heyday during the 18th century in Youngjo's
regime . Besides, with the patronage of Royal families every temple in the Palgongsan region was
exempted from doing corvee and rendering tribute so that they could save surplus products and
use them to plan for blooming Buddhist rituals .

At the same time, talented buddhist painters turned out and the unique territory of buddhist
paintings was settled down in the area, The following buddhist painters became distinguised:
Uigyun (#849), Seokmin (fiEifit), Chewhan (#%#%), Chegyun (##%) in Donghwasa (Hi#£3F),
Cheo-il (i—) in Busdoam (jJ£€/#), Geonheun (G#ifif) and Jawhan (Fj£%) in Woonbuam (&7

fg), Jiyeon (fii#) in Eunhaesa,. In addition, the painters active near the region such as Yimhan
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(ER), Yusung (Fi%) supported the succession of the buddhist painting schools in the area.

The buddhist paintings of this region in the 18th century can be categorized by 3 different
periods. During the 1st period the school of Takhui (#ififi) and that of Uigyun (F%#) took an
active part, Their paintings shows not only the styles of the 17th century in the composition and
the decorative elements for religious grandeur but the new constituents from the outside.
Particularly, it is interesting to compare the different developments of the two schools in their
styles. The school of Uigyun (3§14), on the other hand, was more conservative in their styles and
territory . They had their own styles and developed them in rather a consistent way .

On the 2nd period, Cheo-il (j&—) was a leading painter and began establishing the
characteristics of the mid-18th century buddhist paintings. Cheo-il (% —) reflected the styles of
Seguan (I5), Yimhan (fEF) and others’ and combined them to form his own style. On the
bight picture plane his paintings convey stability and serenity with the boldly omitted
compositions, Especially, with rich colors Cheo-il (Jz—) brought up a new model in the 18th
century buddhist paintings.

As for the 3rd stage, the schools of Jiyeon (i) and Yusung (£%) were active, Both of
them were conspicuous as well as prolific under the highly-elated demands for buddhist
paintings. Above all, they contributed to building up the styles of buddhist paintings succeeded to
the 19th and 20th century with various elements such as the compositions, the shapes of buddhist

images, the motifs for the religious grandeur and colors, etc..
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