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Abstract

The Buddhist Mural Painting of the Yeongsanjeon
in Tongdosa Temple

Lee Youngjong

Yeongsanjeon (#[1[#) is the hall for Sakyamuni Buddha in memory of preaching the Lotus
Sutra on Mt Grdhrakuta (the Vulture Peak) at Rajagrha in India. The hall in Tongdosa was rebuilt
in the early eighteenth century. And in 1734 and 1775 were enshrined two hanging screens that
are common in other Yeongsanjeons in Korea. The one is a screen of Sakyamuni preaching on
Mt, Grdhrakuta (311 [-[&]) | the other palsangdo: eight scenes of Buddha's life (/URH[E) .

Besides these two pictures, two kinds of mural painting were drawn at the Yeongsanjeon in
Tongdosa Temple. On the western wall was painted the appearance of Buddha Prahutaratna’s
jewelled stupa derived from the Lotus Sutra (L3 ##H[E]) . The scenes of Sakyamuni Buddha's
life and narratives of many monks’ were described on the narrow panels between two brackets of
the upper and middle wall, These are most representative differences from other Yeongsanjeons
in Korea, However it is not known when and by whom these mural paintings were projected.

Forty-five narratives of Buddha’s life from Maya’s dream to Nirvana were drawn on palsangdo
of Tongdosa. And those iconographies were derived from the book of woodblock prints:
Seokssiwonlyueunghwasajeok (FEEGEIFUE(LEE). Only five episodes correspond to the life for
fonty-five years from Buddha's Enlightenment to Nirvana. They were not enough, I think, to show
the glorious and brilliant achievements of Buddha's. The scenes of Sakyamuni Buddha's life

painted on the rectangle panels of upper wall just under the roof, above mentioned, were
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projected to supplement the shortage of palsangdo. They are total twenty-four narratives for forty-
five years of Buddha's propagation except one, meeting with grass-cutter which has been left off
the palsangdo. It may be noted in conclusion that the palsangdo had been enshrined when the
painter projected and painted the mural painting.

On the panels of the middle wall were painted narratives of twenty-one monks who had
shown miracles to propagate Buddhism as an Indian monk Bodhidharma crossed the river on a
reed, These iconographies were also deprived from the above mentioned book of woodblock
prints.

A hanging board (% 11EF(% 5 FHfEEC) made in 1792 provided a clue for solving when and
by whom the mural paintings were projected. It shows monk painter Jiyeon (§5i#) and his
assistant with two carpenters played an important role in completing remodeling and painting the
hall in 1792 But nobody can know what was painted then. In spite of this ambiguity it is possible
to infer that Jiyeon had painted the mural painting concerning Buddha’s life and twenty-one
monks. Because he is a master led to the Renaissance of Tongdosa in the late eighteenth century .
Who can believe that a master painted colorfully only the wall and roof? And the expression of
human gesture, costume, color tone and colorful clouds are very similar to those of other pictures
by Jiyeon as The First King of Hell (Zk T, 1775) and Ksitigarbha Bodhbisattva (g, 1792),
etc. Furthermore, the narratives of Buddha’s life on upper wall, above mentioned, were projected
to supplement the shortage of palsangdo which was drawn in 1775,

Tongdosa temple has been well known for having Buddha's relic until the period of Three
Kingdoms. It therefore is natural that Yeongsanjeon should be planned magnificently different
from that of other temples. When it was remodeled and painted in 1792, twenty-five narratives of
Buddha'’s life and twenty-one of famous monks were painted on the wall to ornament the interior
and to make them known to people easily. Then Yeongsanjeon has been completed for the
memorial hall where Sakyamuni Buddha had preached the Lotus Sutra in the past and He is

preaching it for us now,
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