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ABSTRACT

A Study of “Dosando (W L[z

Yoo Jaebin

Dosando (Bg(Lil&]) is a genre of landscape painting which depicts Dosan-Seowon ([ 1125%)
and its surroundings. Dosan was initially the retreat of Yi Hwang (Z=7%) (Toegyeh GRi), 1501
1570], one of the most influential scholars of Confucianism during the 16th century Joseon
Dynasty. Disciples of Yi Hwang revered Dosan the place itself as representative of both the life
and scholastic pursuits of their teacher: Dosan-Seowon, a memorial hall commemorating Yi
Hwang was built behind his hermitage. Hence, Dosan not only was a retreat of Yi Hwang but
also became the center of the Toegyeh School GEELK). Dosando, then, is fundamentally based
on a reverence of Yi Hwang.

However, other significances were attributed to the Dosando as it was produced by patrons
of different status and political back grounds. According to the Annals of the Dynasty of Joseon( ]
fif FHIE#%,), the Dosando was initially produced by King Myeongjong (FH5%)(1534-1567) in
1566. When Yi Hwang declined Myeongjong’s offer of an official post in the government and
went into seclusion, the King ordered his court painters to paint Yi Hwang's retreat, Dosando
does not exist but it can be inferred from the later records that this commission was well known
until the 18th century

Taking it as a precedent, followers of Yi Hwang also painted Dosandos from the 17th
century, The oldest Dosando existing today is Yimunsungong Dosando (23025 1LE) which

was painted around 1700. Its composition and motifs display a remarkable similarity with later
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Dosandos. One can conclude that an influential canon of Dosando was established before 1700,

As Dosan-Seowon became the center of the Toegyeh School and also a celebrated site (£
%) in the 18th century, Dosando was also taken up by those who were not disciples of Yi
Hwang. The newcomers’ intentions, however, were quite different, If the former painted
Dosandos in order to succeed the scholastic mantle of Yi Hwang, the latter viewed Dosan-
Seowon (B 11745%) merely as a celebrated site and depicted the Dosando as a record of a
sightseeing excursion, This thesis has divided the two positions relating to the Dosando as the
following: Dosando in the type of “paintings of vestige of sages (S'E:&{E[E)" and of “paintings
of celebrated sites (%54 lal).”

Dosando of the type of “paintings of vestige of sages’ have three distinctive features, First,
the patrons are members of the school or the political party which succeeded Yi Hwang. Their
inscriptions for Dosandos specifically show a high respect for Yi Hwang. Second, this type of
Dosando insisted on the canon founded from the 17th century. Third, they were painted as a set
with the Muido (### ), the painting Zhu Xi's (%:3)[1130-1200] hermitage: a precise allusion to
Yi Hwang's succession of Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism,

Dosando of the type of “paintings of celebrated sites” also have three characteristics
comparable to the former, First, Dosan was considered more as a viewing spot rather than the
center of the Toegyeh School. Second, it neither followed the established canon nor even
depicted the scenery of Dosan correctly. This indicates that only the site of Dosan Seowon was
given attention as a site, while specific knowledge of Dosan, such as the topography of Dosan or
Yi Hwang's literature about Dosan were entirely ignored. Third, this type of Dosando are in the
book of celebrated sites which is constituted with paintings of fine scenery and buddhist temples.
It shows that Dosan was not exclusively considered as a Confucian site.

Dosando is a notable subject in the history of landscape painting of Joseon Dynasty for it
pursued two goals both a symbolical presentation of Confucianism and a realistic representation of
an actual place. It is also significant as an example which demonstrates that a symbolical

landscape can be diversly represented according to historical and social situations and patronage.
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