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ABSTRACT

Construction and Symbolism
of Four-lions Stone Stupa in Hwaeom-sa Temple

Buddha'’s enlightenment embodied in a Stupa

Shin Yongchul

Understanding the meaning of the name of a temple represents the simplest way to
understand the temple itself. As we can imagine from its name, Hwacomsa Temple (F5=F) has
its origin in the Avatamsaka Sutra (FEf##E), which is considered to be one of the most influential
texts in Korean Buddhism in terms of depicting the magnificent world of Buddha, However, the
start of this particular Hwaeom has its origin in the structure known as the Sasaja samcheung
seoktap (Three-storied stone stupa supported by four stone lions).

The Hwaeomgyeong (Huayan jing, Avatamsaka Sutra) is a Buddhist script which contains
the teachings of Prince Siddhartha after he reached the state of enlightenment. Upon reaching
enlightenment, Prince Siddhartha became the Vairocana Buddha, However, Buddha did not give
any sermons on how he had reached enlightenment to the masses that yearned to uncover his
secret. Rather, he preached that truth could not be explained by words alone and that
enlightenment could only be obtained by achieving the perfect state of spiritual concentration
(sammae, samadhi). As a result, rather than the Vairocana Buddha, it was the Samantabhadra,
who had obtained enlightenment through the sammae, who gave the sermon on the yeongi
sasang (#EEA, Pratitya-samutpada, the principle of dependent arising), or the universal

oneness of all things.
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Sammae refers to the state of spiritual concentration. According to the Gandavyvha section of
the Hwaeomgyeong, an enlightened state can only be obtained through sajabinsin sammae (i
W =IR) . Sajabinsin sammae is the Korean rendering of the Sanskrit phrase simha-vijrmbhitahita-
samadhi. Here, simha means a lion, virmbhitahita is the expression of dignity achieved by opening
ones mouth, and samadhi means sammae. As such, the intepidity of a lion is compared to
reaching the state of sammae, One can only see the world of Buddha when in a state of sammae
as enlightenment cannot be explained only with words and forms. Enlightenment can thus only be
obtained through continuous self-training and meditation

In the Gandavyvha (AP:Li), a lion refers to the place where Buddha resides and the
energy used to enter the samimae state is compared to the intrepidity of a lion. By arranging the
four lions on the edges of the foundation which supports the body of the stupa, the body of the
stupa thus becomes the body of a Buddha who has entered the state of sajabinsin sammde. As
the sermon of the truth emanates from the body of Buddha, the stupa therefore becomes the
teachings of Buddha, In other words, the sublime Huwaeomgyeong (Avatamsaka Sutra) has its
origin in this stone stupa supported by four lions.

The Sasaja samcheung seoktap found at Hwacomsa Temple brings to life the Huwaeom world
described in the Gandavyvha of the Huwaeomgyeong, The Gandavyvha uses the tale of a seeker
after truth named Seonjae dongja (Sudhana, 3813 1) to show how the vow of enlightenment is
formed, how this vow is actually established, and how the enlightened state is reached.
Especially, the portion of the text which depicts how Seonjae dongja met 53 Kalyamitra to listen to
the principles of Buddhism and eventually entered the enlightened world provides an opportunity
to expand the knowledge of the Hwaeom world which was difficult to understand. Based on this
understanding of the Huwaeom world, the monk situated in the stone stupa can be regarded as
one of the 53 Kalyamitta whom Seonjae dongja sought out. The figure kneeling in the stone
lantern can thus be regarded as the Seonjae dongja. In other words, this stupa embodies the main
characteristics of the Gandavyvha, namely that enlightenment can be achieved through one’s
beliefs, meditation, and self-training .

The symbolism of the stone stupa can be regarded as reaching its zenith with the space
where the stupa is located, This stupa, which is not surrounded by any Buddhist hall, is located

on the top of a mound from which Hwaeomsa Temple can be viewed in its entirety. In the
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Gandavyvha, Buddha is depicted as spreading the light of hope while in the sajabinsin sammae
in order to turn the human world into the Hwaeom world. This is why the stupa is located in a
space from which the entire temple can be seen. The boju (a symbol of Uariputra) refers to the
light of hope for the human world. At this time, the Hwacomsa Temple becomes the main stage
of the Gandavyvha, the stage on which all Buddhas, bodhisattvas, disciples, and followers exist
together.

The moment the human Siddhartha became the Vairocana Buddha, he reached the state of
enlightenment which could never be destroyed because of its lack of any form, This is considered
to be the state which all human beings can achieve. As Vairocana is the symbol of light that shines
everywhere like the sun, the light can be construed as referring to the onset and completion of the
Huwaeom world. The spreading of this light so that the masses can see and enter the world of
Buddha represents the ultimate goal of Mahayana Buddhism (#:£). To attain an enlightened
state, Buddha advocated the sajabinsin sammae. As the light from the sajabinsin sammae
represents both the teachings of Buddha and the Hwaeom world, one in fact enters the

enlightened world of Buddha the moment he/she visits Hwaeomsa Temple.
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