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ABSTRACT

Silla Style Modification and Characteristics of the Vairocana Images
in the Unified Silla Dynasty

Lee Sukhui

Icons of Vairocana started to appear in the middle of the 8th century and became vastly

popular and long remained so in the later half of the Unified Silla that was after the middle of the
9th century. Its origin lay in India and China. The concept of Vairocana originally developed from
Dharmakaya of “Avatamska Sutra”, the Buddhist Scripture of Mahayana Buddhism, The mudra of
wisdom fist (jigwonin), however, was formed by a dopting Vairocana’ hand gesture from
Vajrasekhara Sutra’, the Buddhist Scripture of the Middle Esoteric Buddhism and was related to
the Maha —Vairocana, the principal image of Vajradharma among the Mandalas of the Two
Worlds in Esoteric Buddhism. The Iconography of the Maha-Vairocana had been adopted in the
images of Huayen Vairocana and was widely worshiped in the Unified Silla period. This was in
accordance with the phenomenon of those days that Huayen School and Esoteric Buddhism were
fused into one and can be interpreted as examples of Silla style modification.

Since its first appearance from statues of Seoknamsa Temple in 7606, the biggest characteristic
of Vairocana of the Unified Silla Dynasty was that it was mostly expressed as Yorae type jigwonin.
At present, about 50 pieces are known, Among them, as statues whose period of formation was
known, there were only two pieces such as Vairocana of Borimsa Temple in 859 and Vairocana of
Dopiansa Temple in 865. But there were two more pieces of wooden Vairocana of Haeinsa

Temple whose year of formation was known to be 833 by literary reference being recently found
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in the center of the chest of Buddhist statutes, On the contrary, as examples whose formation
period can be assumed indirectly through expressed provisions of sarira case being found at a
pedestal or a stone pagoda of Buddhist statues, there are Vairocana of Seoknamsa Temple in 760,
Biroam Vairocana of Donghwasa Temple and Vairocana of a gilt-bronze sarira case around 863,
and Vairocana of Choiseosa Temple around 867, etc. In addition, though rare, as we can see from
a gilt-bronze sarira case found in Buddha Triad of Beopjusa Temple and Bulguksa Temple or
Biroam three stories’ stone pagoda of Donghwasa Temple and on the first floor of three stories’
stone pagoda of Cheongamsa Temple, there are also examples appearing as one of the Five
Directional Buddhas(Obangbul) .

Icons of Vairocana in the Unified Silla Dynasty have curled the fingers of the left hand instead
of right hand in some cases being baring right shoulder. So we could consider that method of
wearing sacerdotal rode didn't give great influence on the types of mudra. Fan-shape’s clothes
folds expressed between two legs when sitting with one’s legs completely crossed was made by
following the form of the central Buddha of Seokguram cave. Such forms appeared in most of
Vairocana at the later half of the Unified Sillla Dynasty and they were also epochal characters
being frequently found in bhumi-sparsa Budda. Although there are only rare examples of standing
statues, vairocana show jigwonin with the cloth which is cover up both shoulders without
exception

As the result of examining Vairocana of the Unified Silla Dynasty in 4 different types on the
basis of the types of their jigwonin, the researcher found that they were basically following
scriptural ceremony and also reflected popular forms at the concerned period, showing epochal
changes. They can be distinguished into the following 4 forms: form I jigwonin is standing
straightly with one’s right hand holding only tip of the second finger of one’s left hand where
interval between two hands are separated much: form II is basically same as form I but it had
jigwonin with closer interval between two hands: form III had jigwonin folding the right and the
left hand slightly slantingly: and form TV jigwonin had palms of both hands turning toward the
outside direction. Form II and form III could be most generally seen in Vairocana in the later
period of the Unified Silla Dynasty after the middle of the 9th century. Especially the statues of
jigwonin such as Buddhist statues of Biroam of Donghwasa Temple and Chuiseosa Temple

showed much similarity in forms except for just a little difference in the expression of clothes folds
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of sacerdotal robe. Form IV was a little changed jigwonin type, which appeared mainly in
Buddhist statues after the Unified Silla Dynasty period, so it appeared in the later period. As such,
in general, 4 forms of jigwonin coexisted by being changed from form I to II and III and they
were developed through transformation to form IV,

Considering the existing remains, there are very few examples of the statues of jigwonin with
AvalokiteSvara style and jeweled crown Yorae style, but on the contrary, Vairocana of Yorae style
became very popular in the later period of the Unified Silla Dynasty, which can be explained by
means of Buddhist policy or flow of Buddhist faith of those days. According to great prevalence of
Mahayana Buddhism such as Huayen School which had been believed from the 7th century Silla
period, the middle period’s Esoteric Buddhism being introduced in the middle of the 8th century
and its iconography couldn’t form its own theoretical systems and forms as an independent
religious denomination, but it was united with Huayen School, just in the aspect of
complementing ceremonial defect of Mohayana Buddhism. If we consider that the middle period’s
Esoteric Buddhism had much similarity in the aspect of doctrine to Huayen School and it also had
strong tendency of Huayen of Zen priests being introduced in the later period of the Unified Silla
Dynasty, middle period’s Esoteric Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism as educational Buddhism
could be said to have had ideological background being easily harmonized. According to such
harmonization, Vairocana of the Unified Silla Dynasty was worshiped as the principal icon at
temples of Huayen School and Zen Buddhism. This fact supports the interpretation that the
Unified Silla Dynasty’s Vairocana as a concept of Dharmakaya appeared as a new object of faith
transcending denomination and although it took jigwonin, it wasn't developed as Maha-Vairocana
in Vajradhatu of the middle period’s Esoteric Buddhism. As such, we can see that character and
meaning of Vairocana of the Unified Silla Dynasty was modified into Silla style as it became

harmonized with Huayen School according to epochal trend of Buddhist faith.
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