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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Agalmatolite Buddhist Images
in the Second Half of 6th Century, Baekje

Kim Choonsil

This study investigated the traits of Buddhist images of Baekje in the 6th century, including
the agalmatolite Buddhist images, in reference to the source of the Tori style during the Asuka
Period of Japan and further made a comparative inquiry into the Buddhist images of Backje and
Japan. The results are summarized as follows:

The agalmatolite Buddhist images of Baekje were composed of Buddha Triads and single
images. In terms of the forms, Buddha in Buddha Triads is either standing or seated, and single
images contained seated or standing images, Bodhisattva with cintamani, and Pensive
Bodhisattva, which all match the style of gilt-bronze Buddhist images during that time. From this,
the agalmatolite Buddhist images are supposed to have been used for the same purpose as the
then little gilt-bronze Buddhist images. In terms of the styles, particularly to compare with the
agalmatolite Buddha Triad from the Jeongrim-sa site, Buddha Triads are considered to reflect the
ancient style more than single images. Among single images, agalmatolite Pensive Bodhisattva
excavated from Mt, Buso and the seated Buddha from Gunsu-ri features a high style. On the other
hand, Bodhisattva images with cintamani stay low, exposing the round contour of the body and
having the frills of clothing spread out flat and sharp.

From the above, it is presumed that the agalmdtolite Buddhist images dates between the mid

and late 6th century. The style of agalmatolite Buddhist images is different from that of the typical
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ones from the Chinese Northern Wei style in that cubic effect partly appeared on the body and
further is concerned with the images of Yang style of the Southern Dynasty or Chinese Eastern
Wei style, featuring the peculiar mode of carving, obtained from the material of agalmatolite. The
agalmatolite Buddhist images which prevailed during the last 6th century are presumably deeply
concerned with the sandstone Buddhist images, which were widespread in the contemporary
China, and are supposed to be the ones immediately before the granitic Buddhist images of the
Three Kingdoms Period. In this respect, the agalmatolite Buddhist images, to some extent,
contributed to the advent of the granitic Buddhist images during the Three Kingdoms Period.

Through inquiries into both the agalmatolite Buddhist images and the recently-discovered of
Baekje in the 6th century, the process in the style of Buddhist images of Baekje in the 6th century
has become more clarified and it is presumed to progress in the following order: the style of the
early 6th century was close to the Chinese Northern Wei style, the one of the middle was
represented by the agalmatolite Buddhist images, and the one of the end was stand for by the
standing Buddha images excavated at the Gatap-i site.

Among the agalmatolite Buddhist images of Baekje, whether Buddha Triads or single images,
there do not remain any seated Buddha images with Abhaya Varada Mudras which are reflecting
the Chinese Northern Wei style, directly compared with Buddha in the Horyu-i Kondo Shaka
Trinity, Japan, and only the seated Buddha image with Dhyana Mudra from the Gunsu-ti site has
been handed down. The seated Buddha image found at the Gunsu-ri site is deviated from the
ancient style during the early 6th century, having the pedestal-covering clothing spread
bisymmetrically and noticeably showing a style of seated Buddhist images of Baekje with calm
and silence. However, the two-fold bisymmetrical archedfrills, covering the pedestal, are
considered to be deeply associated with a style of clothes hanging down over the pedestal which
the seated Buddha images of the Tori style contain, including the Shaka Trinity of Horyu-ji Kondo.

The agalmatolite Bodhisattva images are deeply associated with the two Bodhisattva of
Horyu-ji Kondo Shaka Trinity in all aspects of form and style. Necklaces with the sharpened
middle casting down, slantly-drooping underclothes over the chest, the outer cloth of skirt swollen
up at the abdomen, a thick belt and a long ornamental band, and symmetrically-stretching hair
and veilrobe from both of the body match in terms of form. In terms of style, the overall flatness

of images—even though the Buddha images expose a little inflated contour of the body —, the flat
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and sharp carving of frills, and the strict bilateral symmetry are similar. In this manner, the
agalmatolite Bodhisattva images of Baekje and the Bodhisattvas of the Horyu-i Kondo Shaka
Trinity are intimately associated with each other in style, from which a presumption is that the
Horyu-ji Kondo Shaka Trinity modelled the agalmatolite Bodhisattva images of Baekje. Anyhow, it
is explicated that the ancient style that the Tori style shows are most closely connected with the
Backje style of the 6th century .

Therefore, the Tori style of Japan represented by the Horyu-ji Kondo Shaka Trinity must be
considered to originate from a combination of styles which were formed under the extensive
influence of old and new Baekije style of Buddha, Bodhisattva, nimbus and pedestal in the second
half of 6th and early 7th centuries, rather than to be temporarily affected by the style of the

Chinese Northern Wei and Eastern Wei or Goguryeo.
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