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ABSTRACT

A Study on Draffi of the Architectural History as Art History in Korea
by Go Yuseop

Lee Kangkun

This essay attempts to explore the historical significance of Drafi of the Architectural History
as Art History in Korea by Go Yuseop, the only Korean who devoted himself to research on
Korean architectural history during the Japanese occupation. In this essay, I examine the
significance of the draft in terms of four aspects, including his motive to write the Draff, his style
of writing and the contents of the Draft, the goal of the study on the Korean history of
architecture, and the characteristics of Korean architecture from Koh's point of view. The Draft is
one of Go Yuseop's early works among many achievements he accomplished without peers as a
result of hard work in areas that tended to be monopolized by Japanese scholars, such as research
on historical ruins, art history, and architectural history .

Above all, an investigation into to the motive of the Draft shows that Go Yuseop intended to
write a book on Korean architectural history as a Korean, rather than relying on writings by
Japanese, such as Korean Art History by Sekino Tadashi (B¥F 1) (1932) and A Theory on Korean
Architectural History by Fujishima Kaiziro (#E5 %16E6) (1930). Between the two Japanese
scholars, Sekino Tadashi was the very person who, as one of those who faithfully played a key
role in implementing imperialistic cultural policy during the Japanese occupation, was the first
person he had to overcome.

Go Yuseop was conscious of Report on an Investigation into Korean Architecture and

Korean Art History by Sekino Tadashi and A Theory on Korean Architectural History by Fujishima
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Kaiziro while writing the Drajft, which is manifest in the table of the contents of his work. Having
read the writings by the two Japanese scholars, Go Yuseop apparently borrowed the periodization
from Sekino Tadashi and the introduction from Fujishima Kaiziro, However, he replaced the
Nangnang period with the Daehan period, transcending the imperialistic historical point of view,
and cast the theory of environmental determinism in the introduction. In resistance to Fujishima
Kaiziro's dismissal of the status of Korean architectural history as a mere auxiliary to studies on
Japanese architectural history, Go Yuseop reorganized the section on the ‘Status of Korean
Architecture” and “Characteristics of Korean Architecture”

Go Yuseop was determined to write, if briefly, about architectural pieces that were related to
architecture of the later periods, even if the relics did not exist any more, while only selecting
architectural pieces that could be artistic enough to be treated as works of art, His aim was to find
the “characteristics of Korean architecture” by writing the Drayf.

Finally, Go Yuseop regarded architecture as an “aesthetic object” and attempted to interpret it
in terms of its “aesthetic value,” “aesthetic effect,” “aesthetic relationship,” “aesthetic structure,” and
“aesthetic life.” His expression of the “aesthetic effect” with the word “emotional taste (%h)" attracts
the readers’ attention, which, however, may be viewed as the outcome of his effort to describe the
characteristics of Korean architecturein various expressions, not as aconceptualized word included
in the aesthetic category. He refers to the characteristics of Korean architecture he thus found as
“*Korean color” that comes from ‘Korean mind,” “Korean taste,” “Korean mentality "

Through his research on Korean architecture and art and his endeavor to articulate the
characteristics of Korean architecture, Go Yuseop overcame Sekino Tadashi's and Fujishima Kaiziro's
writings, to some degree, that acted as animpregnable fortress to Korean scholars at that time, Having
established the “aesthetic foundation” of Korean architecture that could replace the positivistic
viewpoints of Korean Architectural History (‘the Survey of Wom-out Objects” according to the
expression by Go) based on imperialistic perspectives, Go Yuseop attempted to overcome the
imperialistic theory on style as well in his Draff, which is well reflected later in his studies on pagodas.
It is important that scholars on Korean architectural history should continue to make a concerted effort
to complete the “Architectural History as Art History in Korea” that has sprouted from Go Yuseop's
Draft as part of our effort to overcome ‘Korean architectural history” written by Japanese scholars. It

would be especially meaningful now, the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Korea from Japan.
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