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ABSTRACT

Influence of Yuan Dynasty Wares on the Inlaid Celadons
of the Late Goryeo

Kim Yunjeong

This thesis studies the influence of Yuan (Jt) dynasty wares shown in forms and designs of
the inlaid celadons in Goryeo (=88) dynasty made from the late 13th century and the early 14th
century to the early 15th century, and discovered that it was closely related to circumstances of
both countries in the corresponding periods such as diplomatic policies, political conditions, trade
conditions and conditions of the ceramic industry. Considering the historical backgrounds in
exchanges and overall circumstances including ceramic wares manufacturing, production and
distribution of both countries, I divided the introduction period of the Yuan dynasty wares
influence into the following three periods. They are the starting period, the spreading period and
the maintaining period.

The starting period was the last quarter of the 13th century when Goryeo and Yuan started to
build relation, and the inlaid celadons in this period was influenced more by Song (%) dynasty
wares or the previous inlaid celadons rather than by Yuan dynasty wares, but we can witness the
influence of Yuan dynasty wares in some patterns such as a lotus scroll design or a couple of
fishes design with a back-to-back pattern. In this period, the exchanges between both countries
were only limited to those of the royal family or bureaucrat, but I could find out Yuan culture and
institutions started to influence Goryeo in that hobyeong (#ifii, a vessel related to Mongolia of

Yuan) and the celadon with overglaze gilt decoration (F4:##%) which suited imperial family of
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Yuan were made as offerings to Yuan.

The spreading period is the early 14th century, and we can witness the influence of Yuan
most in this period. The influence of various Yuan dynasty wares shown in this period includes
that of a Longquan kiln celadons (SER2E #54%), a Jingdezhen gingbai wares (FEHE H 1), a
porcelain with luanbai glaze (JHFVRIFEES), a blue-white porcelain (F###%%). As King
Chungseon (% 1, 1309-1313) changed diplomatic policies toward Yuan, Goryeo started to
actively accept institutions and culture of Yuan Dynasty, and exchanges between two countries
remarkably increased, as we can see in the increase in celadon production volume of two nations.,
The characteristics of the inlaid celadons influenced by Yuan dynasty wares are as follows. First,
some form and design of the inlaid celadons with the inscription gisa (CLE.) or imsin (FH1) were
related to celadons made in the early 14th century and used in the palace of Yuan such as wares
with the inscription 7icrnshua rian zhao (RNEFE), Shufic (aiF) and Taixi (KiE). Therefore, 1
estimated the period gisa (ZLE) and imsin (F-H1) were made as 1329 and 1332, The fact that the
inlaid celadons with inscription ganji (sexagenary cycle) has some relations with pocelain with
luanbai glaze which was used exclusively for Yuan’s imperial court in its form and design is also
noticeable. Also, there seemed to be no difference in time in accepting the influence of Yuan
dynasty wares in the inlaid celadons in chronological comparison. Second, in accepting the Yuan
dynasty wares influence, the tradition of the inlaid celadons in a form or a composition of design
were well kept but the Yuan dynasty wares influence can be seen only in main design such as a
dragon design, a phoenix design, lotus scroll design and fish design. Third, I could reaffirm the
uniqueness of the inlaid celadons in that characteristics of Yuan dynasty wares expressed in
various techniques such as applied omament, moulded relief, cobalt blue painting and intaglio
were all reinterpreted as techniques of inlay and styled.

The maintaining period is from the late 14th century to the first quarter of the 15th century.
We cannot find the Yuan dynasty wares influence in the inlaid celadons made since the middle of
the 14th century but the influence of Zhizheng style (Z1F££{) blue-white porcelain, made from
1341 to 1351 in Yuan, was shown again in the inlaid celadons made at the end of the Goryeo
Dynasty and the beginning of the Joseon (ifif) Dynasty. I think this is because blue and white
porcelain of new styles of the Ming Dynasty failed to be introduced in Goryeo due to complicated

internal and external conditions of Goryeo such as the decline in the ceramic industry of Yuan
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from 1352 to 1360, the fall of the Yuan Dynasty in 1368, diplomatic cessation with the Ming
Dynasty and fall of Gangjin jagiso (F&F HE23f7). Therefore, the desire for blue and white
porcelain must be satisfied by some the inlaid celadons(the inlaid Buncheong wares (57 #1%
#%)] made after Jijeong style’s blue-white porcelain of Yuan which was already introduced and
used in Goryeo.

This paper examined the inlaid celadons in terms of exchanges in ceramic and diplomatic
relations of Goryeo with Yuan and Ming which had been rapidly changed from the late 13th
century to the early 15th century. The inlaid celadons in the late Goryeo was not in the decline
from the previous inlaid celadons, but should be evaluated its new form and design by accepting
the influence of Yuan dynasty wares in the new atmosphere in ceramic culture Yuan led. It also
deserves to be highly recognized as accepting the Yuan dynasty wares influence subjectively. I
think this paper is expecially meaningful in providing new perspectives on various issues such as
chronology of the inlaid celadons in the late Goryeo and the production period of the inlaid

celadons with the inscription sexagenary cycle.
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