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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Style of Baekje Incense Burner
in the Viewpoint of Boshan Xianglu

Kim Jarim

The type of Baekje incense burner (E#4:$dk74#%) belongs to Boshan xianglu (18 1174)
which has its origin in Han Dynasty (). According to the comparison Baekje incense burner
with the Northern and Southern Dynasties Boshanlu, the purpose and the function of burning
incense with this burner included original as well as contemporary meaning. On the other hand,
the icons were closely connected with contemporary Northern Qi (4L%%)’s attributions, especially
Shandong (1115) area “In result, it is presumed that Baekje incense burner was produced during
the late 6th-early 7th century.

Boshan xianglu as ritual utensils of Western Han'’s royal house-hold indicated their idea of the
afterlife and the universe through the sacred mountain images supported by dragons, turtles and
lotuses. The combination between the sacred mountain and the supporters presented not only the
relationship between this world and the next but also the way that the world is maintained . In this
period, Boshanlu represented the xiangrui (i) which meant the political authority of the
Emperor’s rule. In Eastern Han period, pottery based Boshan xianglu became more popular than
bronze based one. However, the habitants on the sacred mountain lid tend to move on the
engraved stones which constituted the interior of the tomb. This means the understanding on the
death changed, that is, life beyond the grave was perfectly divided from this life

Boshan xianglu Wwas also produced in the period of the Three States and the next era of

division. In the period of the Northern and Southern Dynasties, Boshanlu functioned as offering
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utensils to Buddha or Laojun (4%). Through incense burning, the patrons to Buddhist or Daoist
sculptures believed that they could reach the Pure Land (i5-1-) or Tusita (%4K) beyond Sumeru
CEvfiLL) after their death. As a result of this, they also thought that they could have God’s mercy
before their death. At this point of time, a sacred mountain Sumeru indicated not the ideal land
but the part of Buddhist world view . It also appeared new elements in the icons, such as a lotus,
flames, flaming jewels on Boshan xianglu. The patrons must have prayed for God put their wishes
into the flames. These variations on the style and the form had been caused by the political
policies since Northern Wei (46##) promoted Han culture and Buddhism as a foreign religion

The form of Baekje incense burner is similar to those of Northern Wei and Qi’s. Especially the
icon on its stem and body, which consists of dragon and lotus, is connected to pedestal icons on
the Eastern Wei (##{) and Northern Qi's Buddhist sculptures excavated to the monastery of
Longxing (fE#I=F4) in Shandong Province. On the other hand, some habitants on the mountain
lid resembles the burial figures of Eastern Han, The purpose and the function also includes Han's
sorcerous and political meaning as well as contemporary mediate role,

Under the reign of King Wideok (Hf#+-), Baekje sent envoys to Northen Qi in the year 567
and 570-572 AD. It is presumed that they were inspired by flourished Buddhist icons on the
sculptures, and Shandong area linked Baekje with Northern Qi. While the literary records and
illustrations of the Southern Dynasties which described the beauty and the originality of Han'’s
Boshan xianglu would have had influence on the planning Baekje incense burner. In conclusion,
the external form of Baekje incense burner was modelled after Northern Wei and Qi's Boshanlu.,
However its political and symbolic function was influenced by Han’s tradition. Therefore Baekje
incense burner must have been made during the late 6th-early 7th century with their own ideas.
This opinion needs to be complemented with the progress of the excavations on the cultural states

of the Northern and Southern Dynasties in the next studies.,
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