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ABSTRACT

A Study of Stone Statues at Royal Tombs
of the Late Joseon Dynasty

Kim Eunsun

Stone attendants, protecting royal tombs, are major figures decorating tombs and showing the
dignity of a royal family. Stone attendants look majestic and strong, and their shapes are rather
more abstract than realistic and are very rigid so that they emphasize their main function of
protecting and decorating the tomb .,

Stone figures of royal tombs in the Joseon Dynasty have historiographical value because they
are inscribed with the exact year of their production, and many different tombs, both royal and
aristocratic tombs, remain in Korea, Particularly, stone statues of royal tombs of the late Joseon
Dynasty have higher art historical value because it is possible to trace the exact year, the
procedure of carving, and the artists and their schools from the ceremonial document which are
called Sanreungdogam wigwe (|[E#EA#HL). 1 deal with all stone attendants in royal and
aristocrat tombs focused on the 17th and 18th centuries in my theses.

The form and style of stone figures of royal tombs in the late Joseon period originated from
Hyeonjeongreung (the royal tomb of King Gongmim of the Koryo Dynasty, 1372) and
Geonwonreung (the royal tomb of King Taejo of the Joseon Dynasty, 1408) under the influence of
tombs of the Song and Ming Dynasties of China. But Jeoson tombs also developed unique
compositions and styles such as the folding-screen-style stone, tomb rail stone, and lantern. Also

stone figures of this period reveal details of the face and the cloth of the period realistically .
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Sanreungdogam took the responsibility for construction of royal tombs in the Joseon period
and they published ceremonial documents called Sanreungdogam wigwe. According to this
record, the department of Daebuseokso (K{#4iffr). Head sculptor, called Byeonsu (%),
participated in the construction of stone figures and it took four to eight months for the completion
of stone figures for one tomb. Many figures remain of the sculptors of Yi Huiseon (Z=7535), Yi
Gyeongnip (Z=5t37.), and Choi Cheonnam (#K %), and the sculptors of Bak Pilsim (Ffii.(») and
Choi Manseong (% #i) who made the stone figures in Hongreung (5.f%, 1757) and
Myeongreung (%, 1757). These sculptor were famous for beautiful and delicate figures.

The characteristic of the 17th century is the square-shaped body of figures. They are
composed of three body portions which are the head, the upper and the lower parts of the body .
This period formalized very abstract shapes which have no curves in the shape of the body and
rigid and heavy figures. The typical examples of this period are the figures in Sungreung (2%
1675), Ikreung (Z[7% 1680), Hwireung (%, 1688).

The figures of the later of 18th century have a very natural and realistic composition, with
beautiful curves to the body, detailed descriptions of the face, and the delicate engraving of cloth.
The representative works of this period are the figures in Hongreung (L%, 1757), Myeongreung

(FHF%, 1757), Yungreung (F#f%, 1787), Geonreung (% 1800).
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