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ABSTRACT

Ink Plum Painting Styles in the Middle Joseon Period

Lee Seonok

This thesis is a study of ink plum painting styles in the middle Joseon period. There were
more painters who became well-known for ink plum paintings during the middle Joseon period
than in any other historical period.

There were also various styles amongst ink plum painters with a number of painters held in
high regard. These painters are seperated into two primary groups. The first group of painters
comprises the periodical standard, evident within a specific era. The second group adopted a

similar style and enjoyed popularity during the same era.

~

Painters of note within the first group include Kim Si (4:7), Yi Jeong (%7%), O Dalje (%%
i), Song Mingo (4J#). Their paintings have partial similarities, however, they show slight
differences in flower shapes and expressions of composition and branches, Each ink painting
represents individual characteristics of the artist but in general this style did not achieve popularity
In this context this painting style couldn’t be considered mainstream during this period.

On the other hand, the other ink plum painting style, which was mainly led by Eo Mongnyong
(#a445E) with two other famous painters, Jo Sok (#i74) and Jo Jiun (k5,2 4x), was popular with
similar styles which subsequently had a huge influence on later ages.

This style incorporates the portrayal of broken branches at their ends, newly-sprouted thin
but strong branches, neat five-petaled flowers and “#" shaped stamens expressed with delicate

ink, These characteristics, typical of late Joseon, are distinctly different from those of middle
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Joseon and Chinese styles.
Typical’ ink plum paintings of the middle Joseon period affected even literary painters such
),

works are quite similar to Eo Mongnyong style’s ink plum painting in terms of composition and

as Kim Siseup (£:#%5%), Shin Saimdang (ffiliffa:), Maechang (1%4%), Yi Sanhae (ZF(11{f#). Their
detail

The unique style of ink plum painting in middle Joseon was maintained into the late Joseon
period. One ink plum painting known as Hwaeun ({£}£)'s was finally discovered as a work of
Hong Daeyeon (/i) . This was established from assumption through records which noted his
works and individual style. Likewise, Taksimgeosa ($f:Loi1:)'s painting is also thought to be of a
similar period with certain resemblances in style, This unique style characterized in the middle
Joseon period progressed through the 18th century into the 19th century .

This outline demonstrates that literary painters condensed their ideals, intentions, and
orientations in ink plum paintings. The main symbol portrayed in the ink plum paintings
represented the virtue of writers of the time in reflection of the conflicts they endured. It can be
seen as a reflection of the nature of the times that there was a distinct symbolic significance for ink

plum paintings during the middle Joseon period.
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