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Formation of Art Circles in Early 20th Century Beijing

Lee Joohyun*

Research Association for Chinese Painting(Zhongguobuaxue yanjiubui) was the most
representative private institute for education of traditional chinese painting in Beijing. Most of the
members including Jin Cheng(1877-1926) and Chen Shizeng(1876-1923) are not only a painter
but also an official of the first Republic of China. RACP received financial support from the
president Xu Shichang(1857-1936), one of the leading figures the militarists of Manchuria. Their
proapanese political standpoint influenced on the painting style of the RACP members. The main
source of japanese influence was the Chinese-Japanese Painting Fxbibition which was held four
times in Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo and Osaka between 1920 and 1926. Through the frequent
contact with Japanese painters and their works, the members leared the japanese painting style .

In the early 20th century, the reformists who asserted the reformation of traditional ink
painting played an important role. They criticized the painting style of Four Wangs and
emphasized the importance of sketching true scenery of nature in the manner of western realism.
The reformists demanded that the ink painters had to leam the creativity of individualist such as
Shitao and the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou in 18th century. The articles of Jin Cheng and Chen

Shizeng “Transcript of Lectures on traditional painting’, “Worth of Traditional painting” indicate

* Associate Professor, Myongji University
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that they accepted most of the suggestions of reformists. For example Jin Cheng's Landscape after
the style of Shitao is an exact copy of Shitao’s Pure shadow of Mountains and Rivers in Shanghai
Museum whereas Jin Cheng's Zhongkui afier the Style of Jin Nong reveals the influence of Jin
Nong, one of the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou in composition and brush strokes, Chen Shizeng’s
Mountain Tai of 1915 and Pavilion nearby River showed western painting style in the use of
perspective and shading methode.

After Jin Cheng's death in 1926, his disciples organized Hushe, and published Hushe yuekan,
the monthly magazine. Under the prevailing influence of western art, Research Association for
Chinese Painting and Hushe played an important role as an guardian and successor of traditional

chinese painting .
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