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(Bodhisattva with a mani), $AEERER &2 (Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara with a mani)
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The Inter-relative Relationship between the Cinta-mani and
Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara

Choi Misoon*

In India, the Cinta-mani (Korean Poju, a wish-granting jewel), originally referred to a sort of
amulet like jewel with a magical protecting power, however, its meaning had been transformed
into an important Buddhist object that possesses the power of saving its believers from sufferings.
This conceptual transformation, in fact, elucidates how a magical amulet had developed into an
important symbolic object named as Cinta-mani in Buddhist visual culture

In the first part of this paper, I have categorized the Cinta-mani into three different types
based on its shapes: Hexagonal, octagonal, and round shapes. Unlike previous scholarships, I
would like to assert that these three types of the Cinta-mani did not exist independently, but rather
coexisted, and more importantly, they developed in a great interactive context in a close relation
to the Sarira.

While conducting a close examination on the relationships between the Cintd-mani and
Sarira, 1 have discovered an innermost Sarira casket in the octagonal shape, which strongly
resonates the octagonal Cinta-mani. Therefore, a conventional point of view that differentiates the

octagonal Cinta-mani from the Sarira needs to be reexamined. Moreover, I would like to assert
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that Cinta-mani and Sarira had an inseparable relationship in terms of their religious and
iconographic features,

Regarding the fact that the round shaped Cinta-mani started to be accepted as a replacement
of Sarira among lay believers, the two different décor found on the surface of the Cinta-mani;
outined with either one line or with two lines, seemed to be less significant at least in terms of
determining the religious nature of the round shaped Cinta-mani. I believe that the Cinta-mani,
which had been perceived as an symbolic object to replace the Sarira was finally chosen as a
religious attribute for Bodhisattvas based on its strong tie with Sakyamuni Buddha.

In the second part of the paper, I have discussed the significance of Cinta-mani and its
religious function on a base of a close examination on sutras that refer to Cinta-mani. These sutras
written in Chinese were published during the periods that saw a great number of Buddhist
sculptural images holding Cinta-mani in the hands. The stories that mentioned the term, Cinta-
mani, offers a comprehensive insight into how the Cinta-mani became associated with mysterious
supernatural power, More importantly, the Cinta-mani often appeared in Jataka tales like the
Nengshi Prince Story. This sort of stories are related to marine trades in the South Sea (Nanhai),
suggesting that its scriptural origination might have been from a chapter called ‘the Universal Gate
of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara,” in the Lotus Sutra, This chapter is well-known for Guanyin’s
various compassionate miracles that saved people in troubles.

In the third part of the paper, I have scrutinized the iconographic formation of the Cinta-mani
as well as its periodical development. There are three types of Bodhisattva based on the way of
holding the Cinta-mani; two hands holding the Cinta-mani in their palms, one hand holding the
upper part of the Cinta-mani and the other holding the lower part, and only one hand holding the
Cinta-mani.

Among these three types, “Two hands holding the Cintd-mani in their palms’ appeared in
earlier Chinese sculptures, while the other two types were employed in later works. In particular,
“I'wo hands holding the Cintd-mani in their palms,” may be understood as a symbolic act of
offerings. Probably, this particular iconography can be traced back to an episode in the chapter
“Universal Gate of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara” in the Lotus Sutra, which narrates Guayin
Bodhisattva offers both Sakyamuni and Prabhutaratna with a jewel. The hands that grab the upper

and lower parts of the citamani, was highly popular in the works from the Southern Dynasties
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(420-589). Such a particular manner of holding the Cintd-mani, in fact was transmitted to those
executed during the Northern Dynasties. ‘One hand holding the Cintd-mani,” was initially taken
by a flanking Bodhisattva image in the triad, but it became sculptured in either an independent
image or a pair with another Bodhisattva, These two types of Bodhisattvas with the Cinta-mani
were increasingly produced in the Northern Qi period (550-577).

These three types of Bodhisattvas can be speculated together in a broader inconographic
context, They all were employed as an attending Bodhisattva to Guanyin Boddhisattva that
gestures in the Abhayamudra and Varamudra. As one of the attending Bodhisattvas in the triad,
the Cinta-mani in the earlier periods was often formulated in the shape of a lotus bud. It is worth
noticing that the Bodhisattva with the lotus shaped Cintd-mani was increasingly flourished in
earlier periods, but its shape began to take a different format by the end of the Nothemn Wei
period (386-534), when the Bodhisattva with the Cinta-mani was firmly established as the part of
the triad,

Both Guanyin Bodhisattva paired with its attending Bodhisattva that holds the Cinta-mani and
a Bodhisattva with the Cinta-mani, which had been derived from the triad format, became an
independent worshipping image by the Eastern Wei (534-550) and Norther Qi periods.
Interestingly enough, the inscription written on these newly emerged images respectively reads
either "Two Guanyins’ or ‘Guanyin.” Therefore, one can draw a conclusion that the Bodhisattva
holding the Cinta-mani seem to have identified as Guanyin Bodhisattva, and more over, to have
been viewed as a divinity that unifies Guanyin Boddhisattva with one of the former Bodhisattvas
of Sakyamuni Buddha.

I believe that these two different divinities were able to be unified through the Cinta-mani, a
medium to transfer infinite compassion of Sakyamuni Buddha to Guanyin Bodhisattva. Therefore,
when lay believers see the Bodhisattva holding the Cinta-mani, they would see not only the
compassionate Guanyin Bodhisattva, but also the compassionate previous lives of Sakyamunin
Buddha. For this very religious reason, the Bodhisattva holding the Cinta-mani continued to be
produced until the Sui Dynasty (589-618) and finally became the most popular Bodhisattva in
China,

The Cinta-mani not only crystalizes the essence of the enlightened Sakyamuni Buddha, but

also a symbol of his teachings as well as his great compassion, While the Cinta-mani served as an
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attribute for Bodhisattva destined to follow the right way to be the next Buddha, it was a
mysterious religious object for lay believers to fulfill their various wishes, Therefore, the Cinta-mani
should be considered to be one of the most important religious objects to allow lay believers to
escape from sufferings in their present and pervious lives, as well as to help them to surpass their

ignorance and to lead them to the realm of great compassion,
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