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A Study of Clay Figures From the Northern Tower in Chaoyang,
Liaoning Province

Yang Fungyeng”

I studied about the present condition of research, formation date and arrangement of clay
figures from the Northern Tower in Chaoyang in Liaoning Province.

I arranged artifacts from excavation and research throughout restoration process, and I also
examined about erection history shortly. The square column forming the core of the northern
tower was established in Tang dynasty and bricks and sculptures in apperance were repaired in
Liao dynasty. Foundation stones inside were brought from royal place site in Northern Yan and
the northern tower was founded as Pagoda of Missing Yan by Empress Feng's prayer in Northern
Wei,

I looked into the foundation date and the origin of form of clay figures which was excavated
in sedimentary layers at northern tower of south. I drew a conclusion through comparing Statues
of Buddha and Statues of Bodhisattva from the northern tower and clay figures of Liaoning
Province, Pengcheng area, Neimenggu province, Luoyang area. In conclusion, clay figures from
the northern tower were fairly appeared that those were similar to sculpture form of the time of

Taihe in the North Wei, and it was very difficult to find direct origin relationship with Three yeon

* Professor, Pusan National University
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in Liaoning Province.

Clay figures from the northern tower had relationship with Buddha form of Pengcheng which
was the capital in those day, especially they were quite similar to clay figures from Fangshan
Siyuan Temple Woodern Pagoda.

Clay figures from both provinces are almost equal in sculpture method, sculpture form and
clothing. Like this, the reason that the origin of Clay figures from the northern tower had
connection with Siyuan Temple of Pencheng area was equality of memorial service prayer in both
places. At that time, Empress Feng who assumed power established two wooden towers near her
tomb and hometown. She probably hired the best craftsman group, and we couldn't exclude the
possibility that the same group took patt in those two works,

I tried to presume about the enshrinement position of clay figure from the northern tower
and the original form. The temple sites of the Period of North and South Dynasties which were
excavated till nowadays were Shanxi Province Siyuan Temple, Neimenggu Province Temple Site,
Henan Province Yongning Temple, Hebei Province Ye City Temple Site. The excavation of these
temple sites were given undue value to a large size wooden pagoda which was located at the
center of temple.

In other words, the wooden pagoda was the most important worship subject during the
Period of North and South Dynasties, so it was the biggest thing for all the temple building. At that
time, prayers worshipped clay figures in the wooden pagoda, not the outward of wooden
pagoda.

It was presumed that the clay figures from the northern tower were enshrined in eastern,
western and southern buddhist niches of the square column forming the core which were
established inside the wooden pagoda. The square column forming the core was established from
1st floor to the last floor, and clay figures were also attached 1st floor to the last one. The total
height of excavated clay figure from the northem tower was not even 30cm at all, so it was

presumed that clay figure was enshrined upside, not in the 1st floor.
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