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Shanghai School Brushwork Displayed in Korean Figure Paintings
in Late 19th and Early 20th Century

Choi Kyounghyun*

As for Korean figure paintings in the late 19th century and early 20th century, with Jang
Seung-eop as a starting point, ancient event figure paintings and Doseok figure paintings were
created widely by An Jung-sik, Jo Seok-jin, etc. This change in figure paintings is closely related to
Shanghai school brushwork noted by the middle class people who grew as the leading group of
Joseon society and artist group at the time. Especially, lithography technique introduced in 1876,
when demands for paintings for the people of Shanghai were drastically increased, made
important contributions to spread Shanghai school brushwork to the neighboring countries,
facilitating issuance of all kinds of painting manuals that included works of famous artists and re-
issuance of the existing painting manuals. Shanghai Shuzhuang currently located in Jangseogak
summarized lists and prices of all sorts of books, painting manuals, and artworks, and it supports
the fact that introducing painting manuals issued in Shanghai was easy.

Among Shanghai-issued painting manuals which mostly includes figure paintings, Shi Zbong
Hua[Poems Written in the Painting] by Ma Tao, Yuxiu Tang Huazbuan by Wang Chi, Dianshi
Zhai Conghua, Haishang Mingjia Huagao, Huapu Caixin, and Gujin Mingren Huagao are used
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among the Korean artist group as a kind of a textbook, and they played an important role in the
spread of diverse figure painting styles of Shanghai school brushwork, Figure paintings of
Shanghai school can be divided into Ren Bonian branch based on Chen Hong-shou's style of
figure painting and Qian Huian branch which combined the style of Fei Danxu. Among these,
what was imitated the most in Korean artist group is Shi Zhong Hua by Ma Tao, and he
minimized exaggerated expressions even though he was belonged to Ren Bonian branch, Ma
Tao’s style of figure painting was, through his personal painting manuals, Shi Zhong Hua, imitated
by Jang Seung-eop, An Jung-sik, Jo Seok-jin, Ji Un-yeong, etc., exerting considerable influence on
Korean art. After that, Wang Chi’s style of figure painting, which belonged to Ren Bonian branch
but emphasized a balanced body, was actively accepted by Jo Seok-jin. It seems that Wang Chi's
style of figure painting was introduced through his personal painting manuals, Yuxiu Tang
Huazhuan, and Jo Seok-in mixed Wang Chi's style characterized by the balanced body and
detailed expression methods on eyes and lips displayed in Jiezi Yuan Huazhuan, Vol 4,
developing his own style of figure painting. This fact was newly found in the recent research and
study and thus is worth paying attention

In contrast, figure paintings of Qian Huian branch didn't seem to have been fit into Korean
art, For example, An Jung-sik, who visited Shanghai twice, mostly painted figure paintings of Ren
Bonian branch, and even when he painted a figure painting of Qian Huian, he did not go beyond
just imitating. Jo Seok-jin also was familiar with a style of figure painting of Qian Huian branch
borrowing iconography, but he changed the style in a way that he highlighted eyes or lips and
painted the balanced body in a particular way .

In addition, the fact the specific subjects such as Fengchensanxia or Suwumuyang, which
symbolizes Shanghai’s specific political and economic circumstances, were also painted in Korea
suggests that Korean artists were well aware of the special circumstances in Shanghai.
Unfortunately, however, as Japan ruled over Korea since 1910 and Korean paintings were under
the control of the Japanese government, Korean figure paintings could not develop into the stage
of complete modemn Korean figure paintings. Nevertheless, this paper is meaningful in a sense
that it examined the origin of Korean figure paintings in late 19th century and early 20th century
and their development in more detail and provided an opportunity to better understand Korean

painting circles which was unfolded in a complex way with diverse strata.
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