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A Study of Gaeseong Kim Family Painters
in Late Joseon Period

Park Suhee®

The Gaeseong Kim family (Fi# 4:F<) was one of the greatest painters’ family which had a
lot of famous painters in late Joseon period. The first painter from Gaeseong Kim family was Kim
Eunghwan (4:f)f), a competent painter in the Dohwaseo ([E#%), the painters’ studio of the
court of Joseon. After he became an official painter of the Dohwaseo, so called hwawon (& ),
there were many great painters from the Gaeseong Kim family like Kim Deuksin (4:13F), Kim
Eunghwan’s nephew, Kim Seoksin (4:fifi5i), Kim Eunghwan’s stepson, and Kim Hajong (4%
i), Kim Deuksin's son, Moreover, all of them belonged to the Dohwaseo and took part in
various activities in the court.

This trend of succeeding the career of a hwawon in a family had been since the middle age
of Joseon dynasty, which had the same context as bonding of the class of jungin (H1 A) since Injo
({=jill) period in 17th century. During the early Joseon period, administraive officials of the court
like Kyoungajeon (5fE#() and engineer officials of the court like euiguan (8), yoekguan (G
B), yulguan (), sanguan (&), eumyangguan (F&f5E), hwawon (f#8) succeeded to their

career and built up a closing class, which was called jungin class. Likewise, families that produced

* Curator, Cultural Properties Administration
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a lot of hwawons in succession increased gradually.

The Gaeseong Kim family is the most outstanding evidence that shows this phenomenon.
Kim Eunghwan who made his own family a great hwawoen family could get his job through
marriage to the Goksan Roh family (%11 %), the Indong Jang family ({=[F] 3&ES), and the
Sinpyeong Han family (Hi7F #EX), and handed down his job to descendants, Moreover, the
people of the Gaeseong Kim family enhanced their influences by marrying to other hwawon
families and also had a great influences on establishing many other hwawon families. These were
outstanding peculiar characteristics of the society of hwawons in late Joseon.

The Gaeseong Kim families come forward in succession many competent hwawons.
Especially, Kim Enghwan is the founder of the hwawon family of the Gaeseong Kim family, his
brush of painting had a great effect on his sons and grandson such as Kim Deuksin, Kim Hajong,
etc, In addition, the close relationship between Kim Enghwan and Kim Hongdo (4:5Li) played
an important role to Kim Hongdo's effects to the Gaeseong Kim families’ paintings.

These kinds of social phenomena had great effects on other hwawons that had marriage
relationships with the Gaeseong Kim family. The families that had marriage relationship with the
Gaeseong Kim family were seven, which were Indong Jang family (=& 5&[K), Yangcheon Heo
family (F%)1] #FEC), Sinpyeong Han family (#i7F &), Goksan Roh family (#%(1) FEC), Gaeseong
Lee family (Bi#f ZEEC), Joenju Lee family (44N Z=(K), Imcheon Baek family (#f)1] HEC),
Kyeongju Choi family (Bl #[%), and the hwawons from these seven families acquired a huge
influences on the Dohwaseo in the late Joseon period. By the way, the paintings of these
hwawons such as Jang Hanjong, Lee Myeonggi, Lee Sumin, Baek Eunbae were influenced from
the hwawons of Gaeseong Kim family deeply. This phenomenon shows the close relationship
between painters’ families and the effects on one another.

Establishment and enlargement of the Gaeseong Kim painters’ family reflects on hwawons’
constant efforts that would secure their own status and try to enhance themselves. This essay tried
to analyze the Gaeseong Kim family painters in order to research the society of hwawons in late
Joseon period in point of establishment, development, enlargement of painters’ families. I think
that this kind of view can help researchers to get out of the view to think paintings of late Joseon
period were developed by only a few famous painters and offer them a wide view to see Korean

art history.
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