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Ikeno Taiga’s Ideas and Works in Japanese Literati Painting

Park Yoonhee*

This article investigates the process of the reception of the concept and style of literati
painting in modemn Japanese artistic circles with a particular focus on works by Ikeno Taiga (1723~
1776).

Nanga refers to the style of painting produced under the stimulus of Ming and Qing paintings
transmitted from China. Ikeno Taiga, a jonin painter active in mid-Edo period (1600-1868),
pursued literati painting throughout his life. The middle of the 18th century belongs to an early
stage in the development of Japanese literati painting, since books on the theory of nanga and
painting manuals were not published in large numbers until the period between 1804 and 1830.
An examination of the formation of his painting style helps understanding the developmental
process of the Japanese nanga.

As he entered the field of painting in his adolescence, Ikeno Taiga did not engage in the
contemporary urban painting but mainly worked in literati style painting imitating painting
manuals transmitted from China. In the traditional Japanese society where the literati class did not
exist, the number of intellectuals who developed taste for Chinese literati culture increased

gradually . His acquaintance with senior painters such as Yanagisawa Kien and Gion Nankai as

* Master, Hongik University
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well as a number of intellectuals versed in Chinese writings stimulated his pride as a literati
painter,

Paintings manuals and works transmitted from China played an important role in Ikeno
Taiga’s learning of the literati theory and techniques. The Tangshibuapu was particularly helpful in
understanding the accord of poetry, painting and calligraphy. The Gushibuapu helped him leam
the methods of great masters and comprehend the idea of copying. The Jieziyuan buazbuan was
a textbook for him in practicing in the basic techniques of literati painting. Various painting styles
executed in the works of his 20s and 30s reflect enormous influence from actual Chinese paintings
transmitted to Japan, Tkeno Taiga had access to Chinese paintings of diverse styles in association
with such acquaintances as Kimura Kengado. Pointillism frequently used by Ikeno Taiga was
derived from the style of the Suzhou school.

However, Taiga’s achievement is the establishment of his original style through continuous
practice based on painting manuals, While earlier nanga painters were content with simply

copying Chinese works, he devoted himself to reinterpreting the Chinese style in his own way.
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