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Abstract

Paintings of the Sounds of Autumn in the Modernization Period:
Types and Characteristics

Kim Soyeon”

The Qiushengfit [Sounds of Autumn], a firstyle prose composed by Quyang Xiu (1007-
1072), as loved by many literati during the Goryeo and Joseon periods. In this thapsody, he sings
the sight of an autumn night and the loneliness of life. This study notes the fact it became a
popular pictorial theme in the modernization period (1876-1910). While previous studies of
paintings of this theme was centered on individual painters, this paper will explore types and
characteristics of paintings depicting the theme in the period. With this aim, it first examines
sources of the representations of the theme in China and the earlier Joseon period. In the
modemization period, the clash between the inflow of the new ideas and the adherence to
conventional values became an urgent problem to be resolved. The world of paintings and
calligraphy also experienced the coexistence of the adoption of new styles and the will to uphold
the tradition. At the same time, the booming of art market instigated commercialism in the
painting circle and led to the mass production of a limited number of motifs and the popularity of
a folding-screen format, easier for appreciation. Korean paintings of the Sounds of Autumn, which

had been made previously in a small number without dependence on an established type, were
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mass-produced with the active participation of the best artists of the period such as Jang Seung-
eop (1843-1920), Jo Seok+jin (1853-1920), and An Jung-sik (1861-1919).

Paintings of the theme in this period are classified into two major types: 1) landscape
type,and 2) figure painting type. The landscape type shows an autumn scene in a somewhat
stereotyped composition that consists of the moon, trees fluttering in the wind, and a child servant
in front of a house listening to the sound of the autumn breeze in the foreground, Painters such as
An Jung-sik and Jo Seokjin tried to revolutionize traditional literary themes by using this theme as
the depiction of seasonal scenery. In the figure painting type, representations of this theme were
transformed into a more literal illustration of the story under the influence of the popularity of
functional figure paintings. The composition in this type consists of two figures, Quyang Xiu and a
child servant, but the latter is reduced as a figure presented with his back turned to the viewer,
while the former is absorbed in reading a book. Quyang Xiu emerged as a favorite character in
figure paintings illustrating historical episodes along with Wang Xizhi, Li Bo, Mi Fu, and Ni Zan.
This means that depictions of the theme underwent some changes and tumed into figurative
paintings. Other elements also explain why the scene of Quyang Xiu reading a book was
emphasized. They include the influence of painting manuals published in Shanghai, the popularity
of indoor reading and the spread of the reading culture as well as the increasing awareness that

the autumn is a season for reading.
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