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Landscape Paintings of Neunghogwan Lee Insang

Ryu Seungmin®

Neunghogwan #asfiil Lee In-sang Z5iE (1710-1760), who lived in the period of King
Yongjo #jill, is a representative literary artist in the last period of the Joseon Dynasty #fif, He
explored his own art world based on his strong self-consciousness rather than chased after trends.
The essence of his art world is landscape painting.

Lee In-Sang began to refine his inborn talent as he leamed painting in his early childhood
(until about 1740) and he produced true-view landscape painting while he traveled many
mountains and rivers as many artists did those days. Even though he produced true-view
landscape painting, unlike artists in Jeongseon School &k, who pursued reproducing a real
view as closely as possible, he freely interpreted the view and reflected his insights on his works.
His trend can be found in (Eunseondae [z, which is assumed to have been produced after
his travel to Gumgang Mountain in 1737. Meanwhile, in his work (Suseokdo fif£1[&) in 1738, it is
shown that he putted his ideologic theme, expression techniques and caligraphy together and this
integration reveals the true characteristic of his landscape painting.

During his middle ages (1740-1751), he kept producing various types of landscape painting

while he carried out his public service and actively built a close relationship with others, especially,

*Ph D, Candidate, Korea University
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he seemed to draw and give many pictures on fans for gifts. He seemed familiar with literary artists
in China (at the end of the Ming Dynasty and in the beginning of the Qing Dynasty), especially, he
produced several pieces of painting that had a affinity with works of the artists in Wu School 5[k
and Anhui School %74#ilk. He mainly used the composition of Wu School style but his depiction of
objects reveals several formative characteristics similar to those of works produced by artists of
Anhui School and this seemed a result of his respect for the Ming Dynasty. Especially, the simple
depiction of the artists in Anhui School is closely related to what his landscape painting pursued in
his later years in terms of style and ideology. His landscape painting produced in his later years
(1752-died) shows the peak of the expression of his personal intention. During that period, he
strictly revealed his literary spirit, interpreting various style factors in his own way and holding his
clear self-consciousness in his works, which had been reinforced and cleared over times,
{Songhagwanpok ¥ T#i#), (Dobonggyeryu ;&% i), (Guryongyeon JLHEH]) and
(Jangbaeksan 1]y are well portrayed this trend and he successfully caught the images in his
mind in composition or style factors of landscape objects to express in those works. He used to call
images in his mind Simhoe /{v and expression techniques Bangpil 12 (it means Unbridled
Brush)'. He also said that putting them together into one was referred to Jolbak fifil# and
Dambak i . Jolbak and Dambak’ he was seeking for are not only the principle that had
penetrated through his works but also the concept that defined his life itself. Lee In-sang’s
landscape painting, which realized the convergence of human and arts as the honest inside human
and straightforward expression of it, is fully qualified to be a key secret of the Joseon literary arts in
the 18th century, and he also strongly influenced on next generations. Futhermore, his landscape

paintings deserve our praising as what is like a mirror that we can reflect ourselves on.,
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