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A Study of a Seated Wooden Amitabha Buddha
Dated 1239 in Suguksa

Moon Myungdae®

At the Buddhist temple Suguksa in Eunpyeong-gu, Seoul, is enshrined a Wooden Amitabha
Buddha statue presumed to have been made around 1239. It is known to have originally been
created and kept in Simwonsa in Cheorwon, but was moved to Suguksa some time between the
end of Joseon period and the Korean war,

The Buddha statue is presumed to have been made in 1239 with the donation by the state
minister Choi Jongjun (f#5705), the great-grandfather of General Choi Yeong. A document kept
inside the statue tells that it was gilded and repaired in 1389 and 1562, Therefore, it is important as
one of the earliest Buddha statues from the 13th century in the Goryeo period. It is a
representative example showing the elegant yet robust stylistic feature of Buddha statues of the
13rd century. The relics enshrined inside the Buddha statue include various important cultural
objects from the late Goryeo through the early Joseon period such as reliquaries, Buddhist

scriptures, garments, silk fabrics, hemp cloths, cotton wool, and dbarani scripture.

* President of The Art History Research Institute of Korea: Professor Emeritus, Dongguk University
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