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The Production Technique of Large Gilt Bronze Buddha Statues of
the Unified Silla: A Statue from Baengnyulsa

Jung Bumi”

The lost-wax casting of gilded bronze images started in Korea around the fifth century. In the
first half of the sixth century, the casting technique with hollow inside was transmitted. It became
widely employed by the end of the seventh century. In the period from the reign of King
Seongdeok to the reign of King Hyegong, which spans the mid to late eighth century, the
technique reached the most mature phase. This paper examines the casting technique of bronze
images in the Unifed Silla period focusing on a Buddha statue from Baengnyulsa,

The characteristic of the Unified Silla casting technique was diverse devices to sustain the
space between the outer form and the inner form, The exquisite plasticity of the Baengnyulsa
image was achieved by securing the space through installing cruciform iron supports, altogether
seven space sustainers, and thirty-six cylindrical clay buttresses matrix. These technical innovations

were also used in the casting of iron images in the Unified Silla period.

* Master, Hongik University
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