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ABSTRACT

Paintings of Jo Yeong-seok

Lee Eunha

The purpose of this paper is to explore the works and ideas of Jo Yeong-seok
(1686 -1761), a literary painter from the late Joseon period. Jo Yeong-seok was a
versatile artist in poetry, calligraphy and painting, and was regarded in his time as
particularly good at figure painting.

His works in painting encompass diverse fields such as landscape, figure painting
and genre painting, among which the last one has received much attention, His genre
paintings were based on a direct observation of various fragmentary aspects of life and
represented its spirit. This attitude and method were exceptional in his days when a
number of his contemporaries were devoted to imitating the Chinese painting —style.
His genre paintings, based on the idea of "Directly encountering an object and represent
its true spirit” (44/53iE), were considered as having achieved realism corresponding to
the True-view landscape (iE35(11/k#, the real -view landscape paintings) by Jeong
Seon,

However, Jo Yeong -seok did not leave any landscape paintings in the True - view
style, but pursued only landscape and figure paintings of traditional literati painting
style. This is considered to have resulted from the his confucian value that it is not
acceptable for a Confucian gentleman to materialize the actual space of sightseeing,

Examining closely his paintings and writings compiled in the Gwanajaego, one finds that
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Jo Yeong -seok believed that the value of painting lies in being friendly and useful. The
idea that has been considered a key to his view of painting, "Directly encountering an
object and represent its true spirit,” may be defined as the basic attitude for a novice in
painting practice. In fact, he attached much importance to “Lively painting” (or
Enlivening painting, i%#) through “Transmitting the spirit ({%ji). His desire for "Lively
painting” is clearly delineated in Sajecheob (§%jfk), a work that he kept secret, It seems
that he painted genre paintings in a new style by his own artistic as well as his natural
talent for figure painting.
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