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ABSTRACT

Paintings of the Returning Home in the Joseon Period

Lee Jongsook

Paintings of the Returning Home refer to illustrations of the Returning Home by the
Chinese recluse -poet Tao Yuanming. In the early fifth century, Tao Yuanming (365 -
427) composed the rhapsody celebrating his life in retirement from government service,
Paintings of this theme depicts several moments described in the rhapsody .

The popularity of paintings of this theme is based on admiration for Tao
Yuanming' s literature and personality in later literati. They wished to follow Tao
Yuanming' s spirit and life in seclusion, and, through painting this theme, sought to
sympathize themselves with the poet. To them the Returning Home was a medium by
which they expressed their desire for retirement.

Although it is not known precisely when this theme was first painted, the poet
was portrayed in the Tang period, and in Northern Song the theme was painted. The
great eleventh -century artist Li Gonglin played an important role in the establishment
of the tradition of the depiction of the theme. Among extant painting of the theme, a
handscroll by an anonymous painter in the Freer Gallery of Art, the Yuanming
Returning to Seclusion (Yuanming quiyindo i{iiswiEE) seems to follow Li Gonglin' s
original rendition most closely. The handscroll provides the earliest known example in
composition that illustrates Tao Yuanming s rhapsody with sequential seven scenes in

long, horizontal format, each flanked by a corresponding text from the rhapsody.
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Most of the later versions are similar to the Freer scroll in composition and
iconography .

It seems that the theme was introduced in Korean painting from China during the
late Goryeo period and gained popularity during the early Joseon period. Paintings of
the theme in this period were under the influence of Li Gonglin' s rendition.

Paintings of the Returning Home during the Joseon period are classified into two
types: one that illustrates the full text with a number of scenes in a sequence and the
other one that illustrates the specific part of the rhapsody. The latter is divided again
into two kinds: the depiction of Tao Yuanming stroking a pine tree at the mountain
summit and the depiction of Tao Yuanming arriving at home on board.

Generally the illustration of the full text with a number of scenes consists of eight
scenes, and the main subject of each scene is uniformly placed. In the first scene, Tao
Yuanming asks the way to his hometown: in the second scene he arrives home on
board ; in the third he drinks alone; in the fourth he takes a walk in his garden: in the
fifth he strokes a pine tree at a mountain: in the sixth he sails a boat in a lake; in the
seventh he picks weeds: and in the eighth he whistles on the hill or composes a poem
by the water. Most of these correspond to the Freer scroll.

Next, the illustration of the specific part of the rhapsody primarily concerns the
passage "The servant boy comes to welcome me. My little son waits at the door. The
three paths are almost obliterated, but the pine and chrysanthemums still remain” (fiif%
WG FETFERT =10t AA499E1F #550A%) or "The clouds aimlessly rise from the peaks.
The birds, when weary of flying, know it is time to come home. As the sun’s rays grow
dim and disappear from view, I walk around a lonely pine tree, stroking it (0L,
Hi BfRIALE BESLUG A #EIUATT4HE). Main motifs for illustrating these passages
originated in Li Gonglin's rendition. In the former, Tao Yuanming arrives home, while
servants and his children welcome him; a desk and books in his house are depicted
remarkably . In the latter, Tao Yuanming strokes a pine tree at the mountain with peaks
and clouds at sunset.

Paintings of the Returning Home were painted and appreciated by scholar -officials.
As time passed by, however, the theme lost its special significance. In this trend,
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paintings of this came out to market and were used for ornamenting common people’s

houses. Thus the significance and intrinsic value of the theme was forgotten gradually.

71



	朝鮮時代 歸去來圖 연구
	Ⅰ. 序論
	Ⅱ. 歸去來圖의 淵源과 한국 전래
	Ⅲ. 韓國時代 歸去來圖의 유행 배경
	Ⅳ. 「歸去來辭」全文을 표현한 歸去來圖
	Ⅴ. 「歸去來辭」一部를 표현한 歸去來圖
	Ⅵ. 結論
	국문초록
	ABSTRACT


