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ABSTRACT

Lion Pendants of the Southern—Chinese Style from the
Jeongbaek-dong Tomb and the Merchants’ Activities

Lee Songran

In 108 B.C. the Han dynasty invaded Wiman Joseon and established a commandery
at Nangnang near Pyeongyang with a view to checking its power and preventing the
establishment of the Wiman Choson -Xiongnu alliance, Nangnang survived until the
beginning of the fourth century A D. when it was conquered by Goguryeo and Baekje.

Despite increasing Chinese controls, Nangnang kept its unique culture. This paper
investigates the ornaments of Nangnang in order to clarify differences between
Nanglang culture and Chinese culture and draw an accurate picture of its early society .
The ancient ornaments reflect the social and political condition in which they were
produced. In particular, the lion pendants, which originated in a far-off place, would
be intensively studied. Thess pendants are considered as the important clue for
clarifying the unique character of Nangnang.

Lion pendants were unearthed at the wife' s coffin in Jeongbaek ~dong no. 3 tomb
and Jeongbaek ~dong no. 37 tomb, which were joint graves of husband and wife, A
silver repousse animal buckle was excavated at the husband' s coffin in Jeongbaek -dong
no. 37 tomb. The stylistic analysis and the consideration of political relationship between
the Xiongnu and Han suggest that the silver repousse animal buckle was made in a

royal workshop of Han. The buckles were given as gifts to the rulers o Nangnang and
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Yunnan who were newly subjugated by Han. These provide useful information in
estimating the social status of the deceased. It is quite possible that Jeongbaek —dong no.
3 tomb and Jeongbaek ~dong no. 37 tomb belonged to natives who were familiar with
the Old Joseon culture and friendly with the Han dynasty .

While the silver repousse animal buckles were given by administrative supply, the
lion pendent was transmitted through another channel. The lion pendents were
excavated only in the area of southern China. According to historical sources, lion
pendants were worn as a charm against evils in southern China, while they have not
been discovered in inland and northern China. This geopolitical consideration reveals
the ancient maritime trade and cultural contacts between southern China and India. The
Romans were the major player of this trade, and many vessels sailed from southern
China to Viemam and the Malay archipelago in the direction of India and the Roman
Orient. Due to Sino ~India maritime trade, lion pendants of Indian origin were imported
to southern China including Guangdong, the starting point of the Silk Road on the sea.

The Shandong province was considered as a connecting point between southern
China and Nangnang. A lacquer toilet set consisting of a comb and a copper mirror
from Jeongbaek ~dong no. 127 tomb indicates that the luxury items were introduced to
Nangnang by way of Shandong. An inscription reveals that the copper mirror was
made at a workshop in Shandong. But the lacquer box containing the copper mirror
was produced in southern China. The Han dynasty tightened control over the lacquer
industry and introduced early processes of mass production used in a western factory
workshop in Shu (present Sichuan province). When the government was satisfactorily
supplied, surplus lacquers were sold to merchants. The setting process of the lacquer
toilet set from Jeongbaek -dong no. 127 tomb suggests that it was the article of a
merchant from Shandong

According to Chinese literary sources and archaeological finds, a number of Chinese
merchants including those from Shandong visited Nangnang, while Nangnang
merchants visited Shandong. The lions pendants of Nangnang were articles transmitted
through this trade route in this way.
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