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ABSTRACT

A Wooden Amitabha Triad of Sangunsa and
the Monk-sculptor Jinyeol

Choi Sun-il

This study explores a seated wooden triad of Amitabha in Sangunsa, Goyang,
Gyeonggi province. The triad has been regarded as an important piece in the study of
Buddhist sculpture of the late Joseon Dynasty particularly for a dedicative inscription
placed inside the image, which was discovered in 1999. The inscription tells that the
creation of the triad was supervised by the master Cheongi and conducted by such
monks as finyeol, Yeonghui and Taewon and that it was installed in Nojeoksa in 1713,
The master Cheongi is a disciple of Gakseong (1575-1660), who played an important role
in the Buddhist community in the Jeolla province during the 17th century. He also wrote
a dedicative inscription for a Buddhist statue made by a famous monk-sculptor Saengnan

in 1684 for an arhat hall in Jeongsusa, Gangjin.

Jinyeol made a number of Buddhist images: images of Kasyapa, Ananda and sixteen
arhats in Seogosa, Jeonju (1695): a seated wooden Avalokitesvara in Seosansa,
Gokseong (1706): a seated wooden Amitibha triad in Sangunsa (1713): a seated wooden
Avalokitesvara in Beomeosa, Busan (1722). He also engaged in the regilding of a wooden
Ksitigarbha in Dalseongsa, Mok-po in 1719 and a Vairocana in Beomeosa in 1722, A
group of monk-scupltors headed by Jinyeol actively conducted the creation or repair of
Buddhist images in diverse regions during the early 18th century.
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Dedicative inscriptions and other records suggest that Jinyeol was born around 1670
and went through apprenticeship around 1690. Buddhist images created by him exhibit
the following characteristics: narrow shoulders, which give emphasis to a face; the lower
part of the garment draped around the right shoulder hanging down about the chest
forming a U-shaped pattern; its inner part covering the lower half of the body falling in
an S-shaped pattern.

Judging from the fact that his disciple Taewon was referred to as the head craftsman
in a dedicative inscription for a Buddhist statue installed in Cheongpyeongsa, Chuncheon
in 1726, it can be presumed that by this time Taewon worked independently or Jinyeol
was already dead. The lineage of monk-sculptors initiated by Jinyeol s teacher,
Seongsim, seems to have continued from Jinyeol (actively engaged in 1695-1722) to
Taewon (in 1706-1748), then to Sangjeong (in 1748-1771) and Gyecho (in 1748-1790).
Statues attributable to Jinyeol s successors are found in Heungguksa in Namyangju and

Bongeunsa in Seoul .
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