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ABSTRACT

The Yonggye-ri Kiln Site,
a Broken Roof~tile with the Inscription
“Taepyeong Imsul” and a Brick Kiln

Lee Hee-gwan

A piece of broken roof tile with the inscription “Taepyeong Imsul (KFTH),” excavated
at a structure adjacent to the Yonggye-ri kiln site, has been a source of continuous debate
among scholars for its role in dating the site. With a careful examination of the site,
however it becomes evident that the construction of the structure coincided with the
active period of the kiln. In this respect, the broken roof tile with the inscription serves as
an important key in dating the kiln. The cyclical year Imsul most likely refers to 1022 A D.
and marks the peak of the active period of the kiln.

Another issue of debate the excavation of the Yonggye-ri site has brought about lies
in the question of the presence of a brick kiln. Careful investigations of the site led to the
discovery of several brick fragments, which indicates that for a limited period following
the opening of a kiln at Yonggye-ri brick kilns were in operation. But the scarcity of
bricks found at the site suggests that its operation was relatively short when compared

These results serve as pivotal information in understanding the developmental
process of early Korean celadon. The broken roof tile with the inscription Taepyeong Imsul
provides the first step to understanding the most representative type of early Korean

celadon, the bowl with the so-called "halo-shaped foot.” This roof tile enables us to
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determine that the change from a circular type to a concave type in the inner bottom
surface of a bowl with a halo—shaped foot in the southwestern region of Korea should be
datable to the late 10th century. During the late 10th to the early 11th century, celadon
kilns in the southwestern region produced bowls with a halo-shaped foot in a concave
inner bottom surface, while those in the midwestern region produced bowls with a halo-

shaped foot in a circular inner bottom surface.
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