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ABSTRACT

A Study of Danreung Lee Yun-yeong's Paintings

Lee Soon—-mi

This paper deals with the life and art of Lee Yun-yeong (%=L, 1714-1759), a literati
painter who lived as a hermit refusing to engage in political activity and devoting himself
to writing and painting, and visiting beautiful and famous places for life time.

His nickname was Yun-ji (Ji.2) and he had several pen names. For example, he
used pen name Damhwajae (iz#z%) after the name of his library in 1741,
Myeongsoseonsaeng (H{iZ5t/E) in 1748, and Danreungsanin (#}f£(1| A) and
Dangucheosa (J} fiJ#+4:) while living in retirement in Danyang (J}§#) province. He built
pavilions such as Changhajeong (#%75%%) and Seobyeokjeong (##445%) while living in
Danyang, and constructed Sujeongru (/%) when came back to Seoul.

Lee Yun-yeong s family established close relationship with academically and
politically influential families, They had marital relations with Kim Chang-heup (4543,
1653-1722) from Andong (%) Kim family, the most influential family in the later period
of Joseon dynasty, and academic relations with Lee Hui-jo (%3], 1655-1724) from
Yeonan (4£%:) Lee family. Such a family background is an essential condition to
understand Lee Yun-yeong s art and literature.

He was largely influenced by his elder relatives including Lee Byeong-yeon (=i,
1671-1751) who was well known as a poet and fine art collector, Lee Tae-jung (%%,
1694-1756) who was politically influential, and Yun Sim-hyeong (7%, 1698-1754) who
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was a teacher of him and scholar in retirement. In particular, Lee Yun-yeong inherited his
teacher Yun Sim-hyeong s Inmunodo (JK[#%:#) that ultimate goal of art is to realize
truth, He applied such a view to his art work as a whole including literature and
painting. He summarized his art portray the inside of bamboo and express your mind
through banana plant in snow ({#iifiz: F47 5825rh#). This is an art view emphasizing
artist s mind rather than artistic skill by excluding or summarizing outward appearance of
objects in order to represent soul hidden inside of them. He shared such view of art with
his very close friend Lee In-sang (i, 1710-1760). They exchanged poems,
appreciated and created paintings together, Lee Yun-yeong s literati painting pursuing
mind influenced, to some extend, advocates for Bukhak school (L£4%) in 19th century
pursuing pragmatic and reformist values, including Park Ji-won (fMii, 1737-1805) who
was taught the Book of Changes (/%) and academically influenced by him.

Lee Yun-yeong showed unique and literary painting style by being influenced by
senior painters including Jo Yeong-seok (f#i4iifi, 1686-1767) and partially accepting
painting styles of Wu school (45%) and Anhui school (%#%k) in the Ming dynasty. He
tended to paint very symbolic objects reflecting spiritual world. He painted many
pavilions or big, beautiful stones against background of mountains and waters. When he
tried to portray big and beautiful stones, one of his favorite objects, he adopted Anhui
school style. Before going into hermitage, he portrayed angled stones and rocks very with
thick round lines, as shown in Suseokdo (f41lil) and Goransado (S:i=Fl=). But, after going
into retirement in Danyang (/1§%), he almost perfectly represented his own spiritual world
by recomposing and recreating strangely-shaped rocks with rough line, as shown in
Gudamdo (§%l]) and Dodamsambongdo (&% = l&) . His adoption of the Anhui school's
painting style was very appropriate to his literati painting pursuing mind by excluding or
summarizing the outward appearance of objects.

Lee Yun-yeong loved lotus flower very much. That is because he thought that as a
flower blossoming in the mud, it resembles a Wise man (#}-1-) who stands alone in the
corrupt world. He tried to portray the life of a Wise man which he wanted for life in
Seojibaekyeondo (Pt f13ifE) and Yeonhwado GHEAEIE).

Lee Yun-yeong is a crucial figure in understanding the stream of literati painting
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pursuing mind which was a very important painting trend in 18th century.
Understanding his art work and view of art identifying the way to truth he pursued and
the way to art will be an important factor to understand literati painting pursuing mind in
19th century as well as in 18th century .
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