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ABSTRACT

The Portrait Painting of Yi Hyeon-bo(1467-1555) and
Its Copy Making in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Park Eun—soon

Yi Hyeon-bo was a scholar official active in the first half of the 15th century. A
talented and learned man, he held office during almost his whole life. Despite of his
successful career, he all the time dreamt to recluse to his country yard to serve for the
parents to fulfill his duty of filial piety. In his last 10 years he could pursuit his dream.
Retiring from public life, turning sometimes to scholarly teaching, he devoted the
remainder of his years to study and poetry. He was the author of an influential poem, "A
Song of a Fisherman.” This song was espedially admired for its new style and flavor
transmitting Neo-Confucianistic ideal of life, As an art lover, he also favored paintings.
He recorded some important moments of his life into paintings. His portrait painting is
one of those examples.

There are two portrait paintings of Yi Hyeon-bo extant. One is an original portrait
represented in the year of 1536, when he was 70 years old. The painter is known to be a
Buddhist monk, Ok-jun. The other is a copy of the former one executed in 1827 by a
famous professional painter, Yi Jae-gwan. The two works are almost exactly the same, as
the copy aimed to imitate the original as much as possible based on the artistic convention
of copy making in the Joseon dynasty .

These portraits embody certain virtues and spirits of the noble man with specific
iconography and style. In terms of iconography, Yi Hyeon-bo is depicted as an officer



wearing an official dress, a black hat and black shoes. His hand gestures are somewhat
meaningful, His left hand is holding his gilt belt, a symbol of a highest ranking officer in
his days. His right hand is holding a Buddhist attribute, which is not common to a
portrait of a Confucian scholar., Moreover, a Buddhist Sutra table is situated in front of
him. The experimental quality is also reflected in the use of gold and silver color rarely
used in portrait paintings by the time. These attributes are not very much consistent and
traditional as a literary man's portrait. With these iconography and style, the portrait
painting serves as an image of Yi Hyeon-bo, creative and unconventional but still
maintaining an imposing figure.

Besides referring to the artistic qualities of the painitings, the diary written by Yi
Hyeon-bo's descendent in 1827, was also speculated in this article, It records the whole
procedure and the name of the artist, the materials to make a copy based on the original
portrait. It is obvious from the writing that the portrait painting and its copy were
respected just like the person represented. Imitating portraits had been practiced as people
intended to continue the tradition of a family and a scholarly circle with the spiritual aid

of the ancestors.
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