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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Guwaebul Painting (#Mii)
of the Late Joseon Dynasty

Chung Myoung-hee

The Guwaebul refers to Buddhist paintings in the format of a large hanging scroll used
in outdoor ceremonies in a temple courtyard. The Guwaebul was popularly produced in the
period following the foreign invasions during the late 16th and early 17th centuries, and
its emergence marks a characteristic of Buddhism in the late Joseon dynasty. It is closely
related to Yeongsan ritual (#111€r) for the dead, which originated in Sangdangwongong, an
offering service for the Buddha and bodhisattvas.

The Guwaebul is classified into three types in iconography: (1) Dharma Assembly on
Mt. Grdhadkuta (% 1€r#iMi), (2) Buddhas of the Tree Bodies (= &1ii#iMi), and (3)
Buddha of the Adorned Body (% & #ifl:). Gwaebul inscribed with the description
‘Dharma Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta,” is especially closely associated with Yeongsan
rituals, Different kinds of Guwaebul with distinct iconographies were not used depending
on rituals. Rather Dharma Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta was generally used as the main
image that represented the main figure of diverse rituals. The association of Gwaebul and
Yeongsan ritual is clearly manifested in the Guaebul that Uigyeom (3%::) executed, where
bodhisattva at Dharma Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta from Ojongbeomeumjip (HfEtEE4E)
is painted. Ritual manuals had influence on the choice of iconography for Guwaebul.
Furthermore, due to the influence of the Chan (Séon) Buddhism, Sakyamuni was

represented as holding a lotus flower, a feature that derived from the tale of
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Yeomhwasijung (F518755) .

The type of the "Buddhas of the Tree Bodies™ placed behind the altar at Vairochana
Hall, it did not supersede the Buddha to sanctify the body (15 &4i#). However, it
appears as part of Obulhoe Guwaebul (Fiffi€rii, Assembly of Five Buddhas). The Obulhoe
is a unique iconographical type that does not appear as a Buddhist painting hung behind
the altar. It reveals that the Buddha who unites the world is worshipped as the main
image of religious services. Furthermore, it is proved to be a Gwaebul with the
characteristics of the Dharma Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta in the aspect that the main
image of five Buddhas changed from Vairochana to Sakyamuni.

The "Buddha of the Adorned Body" is the most representative type based on the
account in the Lotus Satra that depicts the Sakyamuni as Samboghakaya (gongdeoksin).
Gongdeoksin is a body of Buddha who appears to praise that Sakyamuni is a being who
became the dharmakaya through ascetic practices of bodhisattva path, and it appears as
Yeomhwabul, a Buddha holding a flower at the Dharma Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta.

Maitreya Guaebul is a type of iconography that combines Dharma Assembly on Mt.
Grdhadkuta and the Maitreya cult. It is a kind of Sakyamuni Guuaebul, which was made
as a future Buddha of Sakyamuni, as it is suspended at the Yeongsan ritual. Dharma
Assembly on Mt. Grdhadkuta is the most prevalent type of iconography throughout the
period when the production and practice of Guwaebul was high.

In the 17th century when Guuebul began to be produced, early types of different
kinds of Guwaebul appeared including Trikaya, Buddha of the Adorned Body, and
Assembly of Five Buddhas, yet in the 18th century they tended to integrate into Dharma
Assembly on Mt. Grdhadhuta. There was an active movement of creating Guwaebul with
the reconstruction of Buddhist temples in the 18th century. Furthermore, the wide
distribution of ritual manuals which were published in the 17th century and the
establishment of Guwaebul yiun (a stage of placing the Guwaebul in outdoor) as a proper
stage in the course of Yeongsan ritual encouraged the formation of the Dharma Assembly
on Mt. Grdhadkuta as a representative Guwaebul. In other types of Guwaebul with various
iconographies including Maitreya Guwaebul, the focus was laid on the Dharma Assembly

on Mt. Grdhadkuta as is evidenced from Ojongbeomeumjip, where an incidence of
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Maitreya Guwaebul hung at a Yeongsan ritual is recorded .

In conclusion, it can be remarked that Sakyamuni was revered as the central figure in
the Guwaebul. The emergence of Sakyamuni as the central figure merged diverse main
images of various rituals in the course of the unification of sects. Gwaebul is a condensed
figure of wishes of devotees, monks and temples of the Chan Buddhism, the
Hwaeom (Avatamska) school, and the Maitreya cult based on the belief in the Lotus
Satra. Guwaebul conveys diverse demands of people through the religious services and

creates unique iconography of itself.
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