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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Year of the Construction of Yeongyeongdang

Shon Shin-young

Yeongyeongdang (i), located in the back garden of Changdeokgung, is a
building designed in the style of a literati gentleman’s private residence.
Yeongyeongdang, which is also called the 99kan ([#i]) house, is eye-catching not only for
its big size but also for its beauty. Although, the inner quarter and the outer quarter seem
separate buildings from the outside, they are, in fact, connected to each other; and the
kitchen is a separate building placed in the northern area. Seonhyangjae (3%#75) and
Nongsujeong (iff#++) —pavilions attached to the main complex—are in the late 19th-
century style.

The construction of Yeongyeongdang is known to have been ordered by Crown
Prince Hyomyeong (##i{t-7-, then ruling as regent) in 1828 (28th regnal year of King
Sunjong). However, the buildings shown in the Yeongyeongdangdo ({iipgs(#)) of
Jinjakuigwe Bupyeon (T EH#E# ;) published in 1828, look completely different from
what they are today. Rather, they are closer to those depicted in Dongguoldo (i)
presumed to have been painted between 1827 and 1830. We can conclude from this that
the present Yeongyeongdang is not the one built in 1828,

The chronology of Yeongyeongdang has not been examined until now. The
architectural chronology of Yeongyeongdang could be arranged by investigating the
historical records from 1820 to 1910, Thus, unlike what has so far been understood, it was
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confirmed that the present buildings of Yeongyeongdang were built in 1846 (12th Year of
King Heonjong). Some repair works and papering (of the walls and ceiling of the rooms)
were carried out during the reign of King Gojong (%5%). It can be presumed from this
that Yeongyeongdang took its present shape in 1846 and the construction work was
completed during the reign of King Gojong. This can also be confirmed by examining
Sunhyangje, one of the pavilions within Yeonkyeongdang complex. Sunhyangje is a
library like Jipokje (% F75) of Gyeongbokgung and the two buildings were built with the
same type of bricks. The method of piling up bricks and the interior structure of the two
buildings are also identical, thus, exhibiting the fact that they have close relationship each
another. King Gojong built Jipokje in Gyeongbokgung between 1873 and 1876, but due to
the fire of Gyeongbokgung in 1876, he moved to Changdeokgung and stayed there for 10
years, Most likely during that period, he ordered the construction of Sunhyangje in the
same style as Jipokje.

The fact that the Yeongyeongdang built in 1828 is completely different from its current
shape begs a question of why its plan changed significantly. However, no historical
document that testifies to the reason has been discovered so far. Perhaps a clue may be
found in the relationship between King Ikjong (#57) and King Heonjong (7#7%) and that
between King Ikjong and King Gojong are taken into consideration. It is highly probable
that King Heonjong, who saw his father die before the accession to the throne,
posthumously conferred him the title, Ikjong, and installed his portrait and calligraphy in
the building which was closely related to his father, while King Gojong cherished the
memory of King Ikjong in order to prove orthodoxy of his royal descendants line.

The conclusion of this paper is summed in the following several pionts.

First. the original shape of Yeongyeongdang as was built in 1828 could be confirmed
through Donggueldo, which reveals it was completely different from what it is today .

Second. the present architectural plan and style of Yeongyeongdang took shape in
1846 when it was rebuilt, which is evidenced by the records from the 12th year of King
Heonjong (Feb. 18th, 1846) in Bibyeonsadeungrok ("fiiiw1i48%s), lseongrok ("H#%k;) and
Seungjunguwonilgi ("KEEHEL) .

Third, re-formation of Yeongyeongdang was carried out several times as can be
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demonstrated by comparing the plan of the present Yeongyeongdang with the plan
represented in Gungguelji ("#i#ik,) and Donggueldohyeong (R

Forth, Sunhyangje of Yeongyeongdang was built in the 1870s, as shown in
comparison with Jipokjae of Gyeongbokgung.
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