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ABSTRACT

The Introduction and Transformation of Brick Pagodas in Korea

Yim Se-gweon

Brick pagodas were introduced in Korea through two separate waves from China.
The first wave was brought about by monks who returned from China to Silla during the
mid-seventh century in the Three-Kingdoms period. After the Unification the second
wave saw the construction of brick pagodas around Andong and North Gyeonsang area
by, the monks who returned from Tang China in the middle of the eighth century. These
monks, distinctive from the Buddhist sect in Gyeongju area, were probably the disciples
of the master Uisang, who founded Buseok Temple in Punggi, North Gyeongsang
Provinece,

In the meantime, stone pagodas in Yeongyang, Jecheon and Jeongseon area took
exactly the same shape and form as that of brick pagodas, and the former existed during
roughly in the same period as the latter. stone pagodas may have been built in place of
brick pagodas when bricks were not readily available or where raw stone was abundantly
quarried. Therefore it is safely assumed that there was not much modal difference
between stone and brick pagodas apart from their respective building materials.

Brick pagodas can also be divided into two groups in terms of their location, There
are pagodas bulit by the river, while there are those that stand on hill tops or mountains.
The latter group, mostly of the Goryeo period, is dated later than those by the river.
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