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The Transmission of Japanese Style Painting
in Korea from 1890s to 1910s

Kang Minki*

Korea and Japan developed their artists’ world in contrasting situations with the downfall of
the Joseon Dynasty and the establishment of the Japanese imperial rule in the period from 1890s
o 1910s—a turning point to modern times. Japanese artists started their work in Korea from this
time, and it is also a transitional epoch when Japanese painters arrived in Korea and their style
exerted influence on Korean painting in a complex form.

The Japanese painting styles into Korean painting started from Japanese war artists who had
moved freely into Korea after the Russian-Japanese War, the King's portraitists in Joseon Dynasty .
This Japanese painters’ work was used as an entertainment for the King of ruined country and
political conciliation for anti-Japanese emotions in the Imperial . The paintings decorated the palace
of the Great Han Empire as Japanese style to confirm the Joseon Dynasty as a colony.

In this paper, I found that Yamamoto Baigai ([LIA4#E), Suzuki Shimizuro (85782 =£f) and
Fujita Tsukuji (#Hiia) were also the King’s portraitists as well as Fukui Kobi (igH#5%) and
Ando Nagataro (ZefEfHARER). T also found the real names of Ohasi Bishu (F&3%/H) and Kanai

Tenroku (4:FfKii%), who were only known as having worked as artists in the Nationwide

*Ph.D., Hong-ik University
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Exposition of Joseon (§AfigypEdtiEr) and the Great Han Empire, They were minor painters
except Ando and Fujita. They were employed upon the recommendation of Japanese Colonial
Office,

Then in Korea lived Japanese painters like Amakusa Sinrai (REE), Shimizu Toun (jE7KH
Z£) and Kubota Tennan (AfRHKHE). They opened their private studios in Seoul and educated
Japanese disciples, who became prominent painters in Korean modern painting circle, Sinrai and
Toun associated with Korean painters and sympathized with the traditional literati culture, Around
the mid 1910s, however, a number of Japanese painters in Korea has increased and pointed to
Japanese art taste. The Introduction of the new mode of exhibition system changed Korean
painting, which had been dominated by traditional ink painting, and resulted from self-
examination about traditional Korean paintings. Probably it was a cause that the traditional view of
Chinese world was collapsed after the Opium War, Japanese painting style was actually
recognized as an ideal and civilized model.

The direct experience of An Jung-sik (ZcHi), Yang Ki-hun (F52£3E) , Heo Baeg-ryeon (F1H
#) and Chae Yong-sin (#45€[1) in Japan are also important in connection with the influx of
Japanese style painting (nihonga). Unlike An, Jung-sik, who went to Japan for political asylum,
Yang Ki-hun, Heo Baeg-ryeon and Chae Yong-sin held an exhibition in Japan, taught in a private-
art studio or painted many portraits of notable Japanese. These paintings did not represent early
the Japanese style, which was popular in those days. Even the paintings expressed once some
new tools like a drawing touch, the artists did not change their painting style. Rather, they
experienced direct the disciple training system at the private-art studio and the exhibition system
instead of the painting style .

However, from the mid-1910s the influence of nihonga appeared on the painting style of
Korean painters. Experience of Korean painters in Japan and role of Japanese painters worked in
Korea influenced the Korean painting style as well, It is important that nihonga at a turning point
in modern times come and diffused in Korean painting circle under the time spirit in the whole
Korean culture-art circles, that will create a new age style, the spontaneous desire of Korean

painting circles and the colonial situation at that time.
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