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The Spread of Paintings of Virtuous Women in the Joseon Dynasty
and Virtuous Lady Seo Embracing Bamboos

Shin Sookyoung®

The theme of a virtuous woman (lienutu in Chinese) was frequently painted in the form of
print in the Joseon dynasty. This paper analyzes paintings of this theme treating
Samganghaengsildo (ZHHTELE), the New Tongguk samganghaengsildo (FBEHHE = TEE)
Oryunhaengsildo (FARATEE).

Samganghaengsildo was affected by lienu pictures of the Song dynasty and Gaojin lienu
zhuan (&45%#{4) in the picture composition. Even though samganghaengsildo imitated lienu
picture made before the Ming dynasty in omitting the depictions of cruelty, it recreated new forms
by adding Korean women to the Chinese-style composition. The New Tongguk
Samganghaengsildo depicts more than seven hundred Korean virtuous women including those
killed by Japanese invaders or killing themselves to keep faith. Orunhaengsildo basically follows
the format of samganghaengsildo. However, it shows a new type that places one scene in one
page. Orunhaengsildo was most probably associated with fienu pictures in the Ming dynasty .

Lienu pictures were also made in the form of an individual painting (not print) in the late

Joseon dynast such as the Virtuous Lady Seo Embracing Bamboos (FUtcizBdtu/rlE) of the

* Lecturer, Hallym University, Suwon University
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Seongju Do family. This work is important as evidence for the practice that some families invited
painters to execute a painting and kept it as proud memorial for a virtuous women. In the late
Joseon dynasty, lienu pictures were created to promote the status of some families. In addition,
the analysis of this painting shows the achievement of its artistis, Yi Myeonggi (Z=dy#k), an

academy painter who was famous for of portrait painting but otherwise little known.
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