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The Flourishing of Hwang Gi-ro’s Cursive Script Style
in the Middle Joseon Period

Yu Jibok®

This study aims to examine the development and significance of Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script
style in the middle Joseon period, by looking into the characteristics and influence on the later
ages of his style. Hwang Gi-ro (1521-after 1575) was a master of cursive script active in the early
16th century. Though his ability was so great that he passed Sama examination only at his
fourteen, he did not enter the government service but spent life drinking and practicing
calligraphy at a pavilion at the Bocheontan riverbank in Seonsan, the Northern Gyeongsang
province, He also named the Bocheontan riverbank Gosan and the pavilion Maehakjeong (i
5=, a pavilion of plums and crane), which became his penname. This was derived from his
admiration to a recluse-poet of the Northern Song period, Lim Pu (#£#), who planted plum trees
and raised cranes at Sihu Gushan (P§i# (L) in China, thus called "Spousing a Plum and
Fathering a Crane”

Hwang Gi-ro's cursive script style formed a unique style with based on Chang Wu (5E/H)'s
wild and broad-minded stroke and Huai Su ({53%)’s fine and smooth brush strokes called “Wild-

cursive Script (#£%)” in the Tang period in China, and by mixing the transformed stroke style of

* Lecturer, Daejeon University
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Chang Pi (5§35, 1425-1487), a master of liberal cursive script style in the Ming dynasty. Liberal
cursive script style in Ming dynasty was transmitted to Joseon and created a great sensation around
the sixteenth century., Upon this, Joseon produced several masters of the cursive script, and
among them Hwang Gi—o was the one who most vigorously developed such calligraphic style.
His cursive script style has a tendency to stress the characteristics in Chang Pi's works more than
Chang Pi himself, However, omission stroke that omits tittle resolutely, speedy brushing that sizes
the space between strokes and clean and pure lines written by centered tip stroking (H1$%) are his
unique characteristics clearly different from Chang Pi.

Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script style were popular widely through the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. Representative calligraphers in the sixteenth century who followed Hwang's cursive
script style is Yi U (1542-1609). Being the son-in-law of Hwang Gi-ro, he inherited Hwang's
calligraphy better than others, along with articles and Maehakjeong. Besides, Yi San-hae (1538-
1609) was also influenced by Hwang, O Un (1540-1617) and Seo Ik (1542-1587) were typical
calligraphers who inherited Hwang's style in the area around Andong where Hwang was mainly
active,

In the seventeenth century, the representative case of accepting Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script
style is Yeju Yi's Seongho family. Among them, Yi Jijeong (1588-1650) is regarded as a reformer
in Seongho family’s calligraphic style. He adopted Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script style better than
any other calligraphers in successive generations, maximizing the characters of Hwang’s style. Yi
Ji-ieong’s stroke technique was handed down to his nephew Yi Ha-jin (1628-1682) and his son Yi
Seo (1622-1723), but they showed some mannerism, Song Iljung (1632-1717) in the Jeolla
province and Kim Se-heum (1649-1720) in Andong were also the seventeenth century
calligraphers in the school of Hwang Gi-ro.

Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script style influenced on many calligraphers. The popularity of
Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script style was made possible by the fact that Joseon’s calligraphy at the
time was so diversified in aesthetic taste to accept many other trends than two Wang's. Also,
Hwang’s personal life became the subject of admiration for people at the time. Hwang Gi-to was
highly esteemed by many literati people as a hermit who lived free from worldly cares not
coveting secular honor and interest. Along with his excellent writings, his script style seems to

have kept up in vogue.
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Hwang Gi-ro’s cursive script style had influenced even the calligraphers of the eighteenth

century. His style was treated as a model for later generations and a norm of scholarly calligraphy .
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