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The Origin and Iconography of Muigugokdo
in the Joseon Dynasty

Kang Sin-ae*

In the Joseon Dynasty, Confucian scholars who pursued the philosophy of Zhu Xi (1130-1200)
had an aspiration for Wuyijiuqu (Muigugok in Korean, ## /Ui, the Nine-Bend stream of Wuyi
Mountains in Fujian Province) where Zhu Xi built the Wuyijingshe (Muijeongsa, #:35#54:) by the
fifth bend stream in 1183, assembled his disciples and gave lectures, Attracted so much by its
beautiful scenery, he wrote a poem, Wuyizhaoge (Muidoga, #F k), which eulogized
Wuyijiuqu. Mt. Wuyi was the representation of Zhu Xi himself whom Confucian scholars of the
Joseon Dynasty admired, and its natural scenery symbolized his doctrines. For this reason,
Muigugokdo (35l

among literati throughout the Joseon period as an ideological painting symbolizing the admiration

), the pictorial illustration of Wuyizhaoge, became a popular theme

for Zhu Xi and his accomplishments.,

In China, a number of works that depict the natural beauty of Mt, Wuyi were produced after
Northern Song in the form of travel paintings or hermitage paintings. But no Chinese paintings are
left from which Muigugokdo of the Joseon originates, However, the record of Muigugokdogado

EFLHEKE) by Xu Tazuo (#545) dated 1391, who traveled Mt. Wuyi in the early Ming

* Educator, Friends of National Museum of Korea
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Dynasty, is a significant resource to infer the iconic origin of Muigugokdo in the Joseon period. It
contains pictures which have not remained and names of unique scenic spots of each stream
bend, Zhu Xi's Wuyizhaoge, poems by his disciples, and an travel account of Muyigugok ., Such a
format resembles that of the topography about Wuyi which Confucian scholars would pore over

Muigugokdo has been produced continuously ever since the 16th century, when it was
actively accepted by the Neo-Confucian scholars. They acquired their background knowledge for
Zhu Xi's retreat through Wuyizhi (X#5:%). The two types in the topography have affected the
iconography of Muigugokdo in the Joseon Dynasty .

The first type is the hanging scroll of a whole diagram of Muigugok . This type resembles the
shape of taiji () and is closely linked with the geomantic topography . It shows that Confucian
scholars understood the painting through their world view acquired from the Book of Changes.
Also, this type has another feature that emphasizes the site of Wuyi cloister in the fifth bend
stream. The scholars of the Southerners party, or the Toegye School, produced Muigugokdo as a
set of the Dosando (F&(LI[#), the painting of Yi Hwang's hermitage: a precise allusion to Yi
Hwang’s succession of Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism.

The second type is Dogado (fZifk[&E]) which is constructed from either a handscroll or an
connected album, in which each section painting of the nine bends in Wuyizhi was linked from
the first bend stream to the ninth in sequence. It was formed by Yi Hwang who was one of the
most influential scholars of Confucianism during the sixteenth century and wrote Zhu Xi's
Wuyizhaoge on the painting. Of this panoramic volumes, the oldest Muigugokdo extant today is
one in the family collection of Yi Jung-gu (XA FE/LHHE), which was painted around
1564. The work was interpreted as ‘the gusto of landscape” (F#2#L) or ‘the order of learning”
(AGEZKES) by Confucian scholars. The different angles were caused by the explication of
Wuyizhaoge . Especially the latter was established as a canon of Muigugokdo.

In the eighteenth century, Muigugokdo was much diversified in interpretation as well as in
style, into the official style and the scholastic style. First, Muigugok was considered as a celebrated
site of the Zhu Xi School. Second, Muigugok was not exclusively considered as a Confucian site
but as a space of ancestor-memorial ceremonies, Third, it followed the established canon, but it
emphasized the mind rather than the figure, Fourth, it did not even depicted the scenery of

Muigugok correctly, only describing a part of Zhu Xi's poem. In other words, it was painted in

3



abstract form.

Muigugokdo is a notable subject in the history of landscape painting of Joseon dynasty for it
pursued two goals, both a realistic representation of topography and a symbolical presentation of
Confucianism, It is also significant as an example which demonstrates that a symbolical landscape

can be diversly represented according to historical and social situations and patronage.
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