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Plum, Orchid, Bamboo, Stone Paintings of Jo Hui-ryong

Son Myeonghui*

Jo Hui-ryong (#EEHE  1789-1866), one of the leading literati painters in the late Joseon
Dynasty, contributed to Korean painting in the 19th century by activities in many genres as well as
writing several books on painting. None of his paintings are dated, which makes it difficult to track
when the works were created and how his painting styles evolved. This study has identified his
paintings by period on the basis of his several studio names and seals. These findings provide an
alternative way to trace the production years of works and the development of his painting style,
especially in his favorite subjects such as plum, orchid, bamboo and stone.

His life as a painter could be categorized into three phases: the first phase is until his forties,
of which there are hardly any documents left: the second phase is from his fifties until he reaches
62; and the third phase is the years during and after his exile (63 to 65 years old). Studio names
such as Yuungwan (#<E6), Gangseoldang (#%4f), Damhwaseook (ZIEFEHRE),
Wonwooseokyoam (TGt #k/#&) and Hyangseolgwan (F2 i) had been used during the second
phase, while Sohyangseolgwan (/)& Zif) and Hwaguam (F6#8) were used during his exile, In
addition, the seal of Hongraneumgwan (#[[I5£E) was often imprinted in his fifties and therafter,

the seals of Sanghacheongo (|- FT-f), Huiryong (E&EE) and Maesu (F%) in his exile period,

* Curator, Cultural Properties Administration
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On the basis of these findings, this study focuses on how his painting style changed in his
favorite subjects. In the early period, his plum paintings featured long and slender trunks and
branches with small dots placed sparsely on them. However, the trunks of plum became much
thicker while the twigs reached out very sharply, and the brushwork got more rough. Especially
after the latter half of the second phase, groups of dots and the skill of broken ink appeared
remarkably, and these styles were strongly executed to his paintings during his exile and thereafter.

During the early phase, Jo Hui-ryong applied the brushwork and theory of Kim Jeong-hui (4
1E#) strictly to his orchid paintings. After his fifties, however, he revealed his own personality on
his orchid paintings with the leaves much fatter forming lattice across each other. During the third
period, the leaves in his orchid paintings tend to become thinner and suppler, and the artist tries
out various extraordinary compositions to his work .

Jo Hui-ryong was less skillful in painting bamboos compared to plums and orchids before his
exile. His paintings reveal his skills developing during the latter half of the second phase, but still
shows the lack of skill to depict a bamboo stalk in the single brushstroke. However, in the third
phase it is clear that he established his own style of bamboo painting showing proficient
brushwork and various angles.

‘Oddly shaped stone” paintings simply consists of groups of dots and raindrop dot texture
strokes, in which the plasticity of the painting is depicted with a single curved line. Jo applied bold
brushstrokes and various shapes to his stone paintings as he approached the third phase.

As one can see above, Jo Hui-ryong applied various compositions and unrestrained, bold
brushwork to his paintings of the four subjects during his second phase, while reaching the third
phase, his application of rough, unreserved brushstrokes and bold compositions reached the

height of maturity .
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