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Heo Pil and the Ansan Painters’ Circle during the 18th Century

Park Jihyun*

This paper aims to investigate the works of Heo Pil (FF# 1709-1768), a literati painter of the
18th century and the painters’ circle in the Ansan area. Although Heo Pil has been merely
regarded as a close friend of Gang Sehwang (S55%) in modern scholarship, he was esteemed as
equal to Gang Sehwang among literati painters of the Ansan area. His family, which belonged to
the Young Doctrine school, was completely excluded from the political power due to the revolt of
Yi Injwa (ZEA) in 1728, Therefore, Heo Pil had no choice but to spend his whole life in
enjoying art and travel, Due to frustrating conditions surrounding him, deep lament over the
society strongly affected his internal consciousness.

Heo Pil has not received due attention in previous scholarship because studies in Joseon
dynasty paintings generally focused on painters who worked around Seoul. Therefore, Huh Pil,
who spend most of his life and work in Ansan, was not noticed. In addition, the established
research concerns with painters of representative styles made Heo Pil viewed merely as an
epigone of Gang Sehwang. The recent discovery of The Collection of Poems by Yeongaek has
generated interest in him

The discussion in this paper put its focus first on Heo Pil and the painters’ circle in Ansan,

* Master, Seoul National University
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The comradeship was formed naturally among those who were politically and socially isolated.
Through painting activity, the frustration was overcome, and social identity was formed. In this
connection, it is interesting to note that they showed a favorable attitude toward town painters ([#]
#7%) such as Choe Buk (#L). Even though there was a class gap between Choe Buk and
Ansan painters, they formed a psychological union through sharing the conception of social
realities that they were isolated classes. They deeply understood each other beyond the simple
exchange of paintings.

The activity of Ansan painters a similar aspect as the eminent literati circle in the capital (52
%) . The scope of appreciation and collection in painting was wide, and painting collectors and
patrons appeared. Their understanding of the contemporary trend in literary thought of China was
not inferior to that of those in Seoul. It reveals that the culture and art of Seoul painters were
rapidly transmitted to Ansan. In this process, Heo Pil played an important role bridging Seoul and
Ansan, The Ansan painters’ circle led by Heo Pil contributed greatly to reducing the regional gap
and widening visual culture in the provincial area.

The style of Huh Pil's painting was formed through the study of painting manuals. He
pursued the spontaneous expression (§535) of literati painting on the basis of his sentiment and
thought, He drew figure paintings, expressing his life visually through the transformation of real
scenery and realistic expression. He deliberately projected himself into the banana plant and
chrysanthemum . It is also meaningful that the True View landscape (E5t11/KH:) of Jeong Seon
(85£7) influenced the landscape painting of Heo Pil, who pursued the abstract and spontaneous
tyle by daringly changing the real scenary. Heo Pil's critiques on paintings amount to about forty,
most of which were concerned with the paintings of Gang Sehwang. They exhibited his wit and
individuality .

Heo Pil and the Ansan painters’ circle produced various paintings and thus promoted the
local culture of the 18th century in the area. However, their activity had its limit in that they could

not fundamentally change the hegemony, which was in the hand of the painters in Seoul.
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