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The Iconography of Vairocana Images in the Unified Silla Period:

With a Particular Note on the Aureoles and Pedestals

Seo Jimin*

This study examines the iconography of Vairocana Images in the Unified Silla
period especially focusing on the characteristics revealed in the aureoles and pedestals,
and thus attempts to explore their symbolic meaning of Vairocana Images.

The Avatamsaka sutra in 80 fascicles and Esoteric Buddhism of the middle phase,
which adopted the dharmakdaya Vairocana as the central Buddha, must be considered
with the question of when and how they were transmitted to Silla. It is said that the
Avatamsaka sutra was already known in the early 8th century as seen in the
Hwaeomgyeong muniui yogyeol mundap by Pyowon or the questions and answers of
Ojin. Since the middle of the 8th century when the illustration of the Avatamsaka sutra
was created, it is considered to have been recognized indirectly about the middle
Esoteric Buddhism by introducing the Avatamsaka sutra in 80 fascicles. Later in the 9th
century Buddhist when monks including Uirim and Bulgasaui learned the middle-phase
Esoteric Buddhism and returned to Silla and as in the Biography of Fazang by Choe

Chiwon and the Omanjinsin i #E £ | of flegends and history of the three kingdoms of

* Ph.D. candidate, Chungbuk University
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ancient Korea (Samgukyusa —[;&9%);, by introduction regular of the middle Esoteric
Buddhism, it is considered that Iconographic also was understood much more
concretely

This study shows on the developing aspects and characteristics of Iconographic,
dividing Vairocana Images in the period of united Silla into two periods largely. From
the middle of 8th century to the early of 9th century, only Mudra@:& of Vajramudra
was expressed into new factors on the basis of traditional style of the image of Buddha
in the period of united Silla, and from the middle of 9th century to the early of 10th
century they were divided broadly into Biroam Vairocana Images type of Donghwa
temple with Pedestal Type near the prototype that seems to have been introduced
newly from Tang Dynasty and Vairocana Images type of Chookser temple with
traditional Eight Angles and Lotus Flowers Pedestal Type. These two types of
Vairocana Images has been expressing various images of Buddha and Bodhisattva
related to in Nimbus and Pedestal and the middle Esoteric Buddhism, in addition to
Mudra of Vajramudra. That is to say, Nirmanakaya expressed in Nimbus was
considered as expression of the five Buddhas of Vajradharma of the middle Esoteric
Buddhism compared with {Sarira Reliquary (Yugeumsasibojonjosangnokjeongeunham
B4 I+ FL B & THE) ) excavated from Beommun temple in Tang Dynasty {Sarira
Reliquary (Yugeumsasibojonjosangnokjeongeunham 44U &5% % 4% JHIR15) ), and
images of Buddha and Bodhisattva in Pedestal was Astamahabodhisattvas Images of the
middle Esoteric Buddhism appearing in Pedestal of (Seated Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva
(Bongjinsinbosalsang & % #{%)) excavated from Beommun temple. Besides, the
expression of the incense burner, the pattern with three flowers, and the pattern with
seven lions has also proved to be related directly to Iconographic of Maha-Vairocana
recorded in the sutra of the middle Esoteric Buddhism |

After all, arranging Iconographic of the middle Esoteric Buddhism for Nimbus and
Pedestal of Vairocana Images in the period of united Silla Nirmanakaya is considered
as showing to have been transmitted the characteristic of Iconographic from the
purpose to express by condensing the doctrinal teaching symbolism that the nobility of

Dharma had by arranging Dharmakaya of Maha-Vairocana for Nimbus and Pedestal,
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like the main image of Buddha of the middle Esoteric Buddhism in Indai and China.
Futhermore, Iconographic of Vairocana Images in the period of united Silla is to
interpret as expressing more effectively doctrinal teaching meaning that Dharmakaya of
the 80 fascicles of Huayanjing said, fill always in all directions and places as source of
all images of Buddha and Bodhisattva, had by adopting Iconographic of the middle
Esoteric Buddhism.

When it comes to consider the fact about the record of ancestors or creation of
Mugujeong Stupa fE85{54% related to Vairocana Images in the period of united Silla,
Hwaeom school and Zen school in the late period of united Silla accepted the rite of
the middle Esoteric Buddhism to overcome the unrealistic doctrinal teaching system
isolated from the people. In this situation, Hwaeom school and Zen school in the late
period of united Silla is considered as being able to accept religious belief system that
Iconographic of Dharmakaya of the middle Esoteric Buddhism could be adopted and
enshrine as the main Buddha.

On the other hand, Vairocana Images suggested the possibility that it had been
likely to make the first in Gyeongju in presuming the introducing process on
Iconographic of the middle Esoteric Buddhism as Dharmakaya of the 80 fascicles of
Huayanjing, it is considered that, after this, as the Buddhist temple that the private
person of a Royal family and the main nobility possessed was built in the outskirts of
Gyeongju, it was focused on the area, the present Gyeongsangbuk-do.

Like this, through consideration of Vairocana Images in the period of united Silla,
it is considered concretely on the excellent ability and a section of statues history on
an image of Buddha of Buddhism in the period of united Silla re-originating as the new
Dharmakaya Iconographic of the 80 fascicles of Huayanjing, adopting the Iconographic
factor of the middle Esoteric Buddhism, while preserving tradition of the period of
united Silla, unlike China and Japan that Maha-Vairocana Images in Vajradharma in the
shape of Bodhisattva was popular under the influence of the middle Esoteric Buddhism

in the same period.
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