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ABSTRACT

A Study on Calligraphy Theory of the Fist half Chosun Period

Yi Wan-woo

The present study is about calligraphy theory of the first half Chosun period. It
consists of four main parts: general ideas on calligraphy, conception of calligraphic
scripts, views on Chinese model calligraphies & noted calligraphers, and comments on
Korean excellent calligraphers.

Firstly, literary class of this period regarded Confucian books and moral practicing as
a ‘right way (JS#)", but they regarded poem, prose, calligraphy, and painting as “small
arts (/]\%)". So they always were cautious about not plunging into those small arts. It is
called ‘wan-wu-shang-zhi (5t#ie: if one indulge in small things, his spirit will be
damaged)”. It was the fundamental and general ideas on calligraphy, which must be
more strengthened by the Confucian doctrines from the establishment of Chosun dynasty .

On the other hand, literary class also accepted the public utility of calligraphy and
painting as a means of managing national necessities, and the mental function as a means
of expressing one’s mind freely and cultivating one'’s nature as well. And they also
thought of one s nature (1£) and character (A /#) as a standard of esthetic appreciation
and deepened it into the trinity of poem, calligraphy, and painting (& #—7#). These
conceptions are based on a traditional idea that one’s calligraphy style is derived from his
character.

Secondly, conception of calligraphic scripts (4#) was put emphasis on Chao Meng-
fu (##Hi)'s standard-script as a general model. For official use Chosun government
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promoted classical styles of Chin period like as Wang Hsi-chih (F#.>)'s and reprinted
Chinese model calligraphies many times and spreaded them to public. In large standard-
script, Hstieh-an (%5#5)'s style of Yiian was popularized and used steadily until the later
half of Chosun period. Also in running-script and grass-script, Wang's and Chao's styles
were principal models. However, after 16th century new styles of mad grass-script (4
&) as Zhang P'i (3%ifif)'s of Ming also were introduced and become popular. And small
seal-script of Ch'in period (Zf{/)\%2) was regarded as a standard and in clerical-script
the formalized style as a dictionary [-yun (), which was firstly printed in Southern
Sung, was general.

Thirdly, concerning to model calligraphies, Tung-shu-t ang-chih-ku—t'i (344 &
%), printed in 1416 and Bi-hae-dang—jip-go—cheop (BE{# 44 i) compiled by Prince An-
pyeong (Z7F-K#) in 1443 was the representatives in this period. In particular the later
contained many Zhao meng-fu's works, so it should help to spread his style. In addition,
single model calligraphy like as Wang Hsi~chih, Chu Hsi (4:#), Zhao Meng-fu, Hsien-
yii Shu (fif 7)., Hsiieh-an etc. were printed by the government and in these Wang's
and Zhao's were many. However, calligraphy style of Ming period must be accepted in a
certain extant, but not be popularized except Zhang P'i’s. Futhermore the first official
record on introduction of Wen Zheng-ming (SZf##)’s calligraphy was very late in 1600.
But as the pseudo-classical (7)) trend of literary thought was introduced in the
second half of 16th century, calligraphy theory of Ming period must be introduced too. A
popular calligrapher as Han Ho (##) was concerned about epitaph & calligraphy
postscripts by Wang Shih-chen (1), who was a powerful leader of Ming literary
world.

Finally, in comments on Korean excellent calligraphers, many Chosun commentator
succeeded the tradition of later Koryeo period, in which they commented on Kim
Saeng (4:£), Yeong Eup (#:%), Yo Geuk-il (Wkii—) of Unified Silla Kingdom and Tan
praised by many critics from the early Chosun period since the Zhao Meng-fu's style
become popular. And appreciation on Chosun calligraphers, we can find general

tendency of impressive or metaphorical expression rather than concrete or specific. For
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example, Yi Yong (5F4), Seong Su-chim (~F¥£), Yi Hwang (Z=%), Hwang Gi-ro (&%
%) were the representative calligraphers, and appreciation on them almost based on the
idea that one’s calligraphy style is similar with his own personality .

As mentioned above, calligraphy theory in the first half of Chosun period shows the
general comprehension and recognition on calligraphy. Its major points are similar to
painting theory in equivalent period. And comparing with painting theory, it is possible
to say that comments on noted calligraphers show a tendency to emphasize one’s nature.
In the future, if calligraphy theory of the later half Chosun period will be studied, we can
find more detailed characteristics of each period.

319



	朝鮮 前期의 書論 硏究
	Ⅰ. 조선 전기의 書論 자료
	Ⅱ. 書藝一般論
	Ⅲ. 書體論
	Ⅳ. 中國名蹟論
	Ⅴ. 韓國書家論
	Ⅵ. 조선 전기 書論의 의미
	ABSTRACT


