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ABSTRACT

Thirty-two Responsive Manifestation of AvalokiteSvara
from Tokab-sa Temple

Yoo Kyung-hee

This thesis is about Thirty—two Responsive Manifestation of Avalokitesvara (g =+
J#g) from Tokab-sa temple (i&lifi<F), which was painted by Yi Cha-sil (2= ) in 1550.
The painting was commissioned by Queen Dowager of Kong-Ui (385 F k) to pray for
the bliss of her dead husband, King In-Jong ({~7%). Originally this Buddhist painting was
placed at the Golden Hall of Tokab-sa temple in Young Am, Chun-Nam, Korea;
however, it is now Jocated at Chion-in temple (%18 F5%), Japan. With its painted period,
original location, and artist inscribed on the painting, this painting fully exemplifies the
Buddhist painting of the early period of the Cho-son dynasty .

At the center of the upper part, there are two Buddhas with the group of the five
Buddhas on both their right and left. Below these two Buddhas, Avalokitesvara is seated
on the rock at the center. From the bottom part of the painting, there are the paitings of
the thirty-two responsive manifested of Avalokitesvara (#iit5 = i), based its
form on the Chapter 25 of the Lotus sutra of the marvelous law of Buddha ({52 p i
Fin). Each painting present Avalokitesvara in thirty-two different forms saves mankind
in various calamities. Furthermore, this Buddhist painting depicts the landscape with
mountains, tress, rocks, and clouds. Through these elements of the landscape we can see
the relationship between the Buddhist painting and secular painting of the early Choson
period.
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This Buddhist painting has been studied by Japanese scholar Kumakai Nobuo (#£%
#H7) and by Korean scholars including Hong Yoon-sik, Song Eun-suk, and Im Young-
hyo. And there have existed different opinions about the subject matter among these
scholars regardless of its inscription, Thirty-two Responsive Manifestation of
Avalokitesvara, Also, the artist Yi Cha-sil is not well known and the landscape elements
of this Buddhist painting has not been fully explained.

Therefore, I have attempted to examine its artist, his basis of this Buddhist painting,
and his creativity that reflected in this painting. As the result, I have confirmed that this
Buddhist painting is produced as a prayer painting for the dead under the active
patronage of Queen Moon-Jung (3% T /7) in the 16th century. The Buddhist sutra, this
painting had based, is the Lotus sutra of the marvelous law of Buddha. This sutra was
published the most frequently at that period. Among many commentaries, this sutra is
the one with annotations by Chinese, Kye-Hwan (%) at the Kaewonryon-sa
temple (F7CiH#=F) in Song dynasty. This version of sutra came to be very popular in
Korea at that period while not being very much favored in China and Japan. For this
reason, when this Buddhist painting was first introduced to Korea by Japanese, the Sutra
that this painting had its origin did not receive proper attention.

Another problem in this painting is about the artist. Regardless of its inscribed name
on the painting, the name of the artist Yi Cha-sil cannot be found in the list of the Court
painters at the Choson dynasty. However, fortunately, Korean art historian Yi Dong-joo
found this name at the list of successful candidates in the medical examination. With this
fact, I have confirmed that Yi Cha-sil is the Choson court painter Yi Sang-choa (%= |-{%)
had a close tie with the Choson court. He painted in the style of the famous court painter
An Kyun (%78) and many parts of this Buddhist painitng also show An Kyuns influence
on the artist. With these facts, I have surmised such a conclusion. However, very few
remains of the record and no related documents make the study even more difficult.

I have examined the characteristic traits of the painting. As I have understood this
painting as the illustration of the Chapter 25 of the Lotus sutra of the marvelous law of
Buddha, I have showed the examples of transformation of this Buddhist painting from
India, China and Korea. Furthermore, I have attempted to compare the painting style of
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this painting with that of Ming Chinese woodblock print. This comparison has never been
attempted before by any scholars and I believe my comparison will be for the benefit of
understanding this subject.

[ have scrutinized the stylistic characteristics of this Buddhist painting. [ have focused
especially on its composition, its expression of the figures, as well as its usage of lines and
colors. These stylistic characteristics help us to understand more about the 16th-century
Buddhist paintings of the Choson dynasty .

I have compared the landscape elements of this Buddhist painting with those of the
contemporary secular paintings. This painting shows the unusual brushwork for the
Buddhist painting. Thus, we can see how the court painter was able to express his
creativity within the limit of the conservative Buddhist painting.

Finally, I have studied the meanings of this painting in the realm of Buddhism and
art history respectively. This Buddhist painting illustrates the Lotus sutra of the marvelous
law of Buddha that was the most often recited and published by Choson people.
Therefore, this Buddhist painting reflects how Choson people had received the Lotus sutra
of the marvelous law of Buddhist at that period. In addition, this Buddhist painting
manifests the diverse characteristics of the court commissioned Buddhist paintings, which

emerged as a new category at the period.
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